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Minutes of Clifton Annual Parish Meeting held in Abbott Lodge 
Conference Room on Thursday 12th May 2022 at 6:30 pm 

 
Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland 
 
Others: Cllr Neil Hughes, PCSO John Nicholson  
APM1 Apologies 

 
Sharon Blaylock (Illness) 
  

APM2 Minutes 
 
The Chair was authorised to sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on 3rd May 2021 
(Circulated prior to meeting).  

APM3 Chair’s Report 
 
The report from the Community Council Chair for 2021-2022 was received and is included 
below: 
 
The community has over the last 12 months like the rest of the UK and the world continued 
to face the impact of Covid19. 
 
Despite the impact of the pandemic, over the last year Clifton Community Council has 
continued to evolve and deliver for the community as we work to move forward plans and 
projects that the pandemic has delayed and look to the future. 
 
Clifton Community Council has over the last 12 months put in place a council business plan 
that will help guide the council in its delivery for the residents and community of Clifton. 
 
The Council has progressed the regeneration plans on Valley Road with the creation of the 
new green space that will over time evolve, with the community leading on ideas and usage.  
The Council also over the last year resolved to change the name from Clifton Parish Council 
to Clifton Community Council as part of the drive to be a more community focused and 
forward acting Council. 
 
The Council also started the production and delivery of a new quarterly newsletter as part of 
the Councils drive to keep the community up to date and involved in the Council’s delivery 
for our community. 
 
The Council also used the opportunity of the name change to deliver a new website and 
established a Facebook page for Clifton Community Council to help the community keep 
connected and up to date with the work of the Council. 
 
The Council has over the last year undergone a change in its council officers along with 
evolving the administration and processes to help in getting Clifton Community Council 
ready for potential future additional workload as the local government reorganisation takes 
place that will see Eden District Council and Cumbria County Council replaced by the new 
Westmorland and Furness Council from the 1st of April 2023. 
 
At this time town and parish council are left having to make plans for the possible arrival of 
extra responsibilities and functions that may be placed on us with no definite clarifications or 
details at this time from the newly formed shadow unitary authority. 
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Clifton Community Council has already taken on the responsibility for a number of the 
footway lights in Clifton and will work to ensure the lighting in the community is maintained 
and improved. However from this year Clifton Community Council no longer receives any 
financial support from Eden District Council towards the footway lighting as our 4 year 
transition agreement has now ended putting the full financial responsibility onto Clifton 
Community Council to fund via the parish precept. 
 
The Council is working hard to secure the Clifton playpark that was planned to be devolved 
to Clifton Community Council by Eden District Council in 2021. Unfortunately, this transfer 
has been delayed and then put on hold by staffing changes at Eden District Council and now 
the local government changes. 
 
Clifton Community Council will continue to work to ensure the playpark is devolved to our 
Council to protect the land and play area for our community into the future. With plans 
already in place to deliver improvements to the play area including the creation of a running 
track and improved play equipment alongside provision of off-road parking and electric 
vehicle charge points. 
 
Over the last year the Council has continued to work to resolve the unfortunate situation 
regarding the village hall. The current hall is no longer fit for purpose and is unsafe resulting 
in the hard decision being taken to close the hall, after looking at all options and a village 
survey the decision was taken to terminate the lease we are working to complete this with 
the landlord. 
 
The Council are now working to deliver a new purpose-built sustainable community hub in 
Clifton that can provide a multi-function space along with parking and be located in the 
heart of the community. 
 
Plans are in progress for this and once they have progressed the full details and plans will be 
shared with the community for input into the new Clifton community hub. 
 
The council has continued to work to deliver improvements to road safety in the community 
pushing for the creation of a wider speed reduction zone and the creation of a permanent 
20mph zone in the middle of Clifton around the school. 
 
The council has continued to use the Autospeed watch system to help in the attempts to 
address speeding through our community. Unfortunately, a recent spate of antisocial 
behaviour towards our community has seen the 2 Autospeed watch units stolen and signage 
removed and tampered with. The council is working to replace the units as part of our 
efforts to address speeding in our community. 
 
The council has also worked to ensure Cumbria Highways resolve the substandard A6 road 
resurfacing works with multiple meetings and conversations with Cumbria County Council to 
ensure this and other work is completed to an acceptable standard around the community. 
A recently completed highways issue was a missing drop kerb at the entrance to the Oaks 
that had caused a resident to have an accident when using a mobility scooter. 
 
The Council worked with Cumbria County Council Highways to ensure a new safe crossing 
point was installed and is looking with the Cumbria County Council Highways team at other 
locations through the community that need work to make the crossing and pavements safe 
and in good condition. 
 
Looking forward to the year ahead the council will be working with the community to hold 
celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June with a garden party taking place on the 
4th of June on the White House lawn and the school PTA providing games and entertainment 
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on the play park. 
 
The event will help the community come together to celebrate the service to the country and 
the commonwealth by the queen. The celebrations will start on the 2nd of June with the 
lighting of beacons across the UK and the commonwealth. 
 
Clifton Community Council are working with the owner of Penrith Beacon to ensure the 
beacon shines across the Eden valley. 
 
We will also be placing a commemorative bench in the community and planting a tree as 
part of the platinum jubilee green canopy that will see trees planted across the UK and the 
commonwealth. 
 
Beyond the Jubilee, Clifton Community Council will over the year ahead continue to work to 
be ready for the changes to local government and ensure that Clifton is not left behind by 
the changes and that our rural community is served and is included in projects and funding 
to help our community. 
 
We will also work to see that our rural transport connectivity is improved and that the new 
unitary authority works to fund and deliver rural transport. 
 
Clifton Community Council continues to support and contribute towards the 106 Bus service 
to ensure some public transport provision is provided but we believe the delivery of public 
transport for Clifton still needs much more improvement. 
 
We will also be starting work on the development of a community or neighbourhood plan for 
Clifton that will involve the entire community on its development as a blueprint for the 
community, to identify needs and aspirations the council and the community can work 
together to deliver for our community. 
 
Clifton Community Council is made up of members of our community that give their time as 
volunteers with no payments for the work they do to support the Council and the 
community, and I would like to thank those who have served over the last year and those 
who continue to serve the community as community councillors for Clifton. 
 
We currently have 3 vacant seats on the council and if anyone would like to find out more 
about becoming a councillor and the co-opting process, we would encourage them to contact 
the council or speak with one of the current councillors about it. 
 
In just under 12 months like all other town, parish and community councils the councillors 
will be up for election as happens every 4 years. 
 
Without members of the community coming forward to be councillors there will be no Clifton 
Community Council to deliver for the community as the changes to local government in 
Cumbria further remove the local connections and reduce the number of local councillors in 
the area serving Clifton to 1 on the new unitary council covering a large ward area of 
Eamont and Shap that Clifton is part of. 
 
As Chair of Clifton Community Council over the last 12 months it has been my honour to 
work alongside the other members of the council and our officers to serve the community of 
Clifton and I look forward to the next 12 months as we work to deliver even more for our 
community together.  

APM4 Open question time 
 
Q: To PCSO John Nicholson: There is an identified issue with speeding in the village. We 
have done as much as we can with a community speedwatch group, and with an Auto 
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Speedwatch, but the issue is still ongoing. There also seems to be an issue with wider 
antisocial behaviour in terms of the Autospeedwatch devices being stolen, and warning signs 
etc being removed.  
A: The Police acknowledged the issue with Anti-Social Behaviour and noted that the Police 
SIDS sign was damaged in Hackthorpe.  The Police acknowledged that they don’t have 
sufficient resources to be everywhere at once.  
 
It was noted that the situation is exacerbated when the M6/A66 is closed.  
 
Cllr Jonathan Davies noted that the Autospeed Watch company are looking at putting GPS 
trackers into the new units.  
 
Q: Looking at the crime stats in the village there are a number of little hot spots around 
physical abuse/violence, can/should the Community Council be looking to do anything to try 
and resolve this? 
A: The Police don’t feel that there is much the Community Council can do other than 
publicising support networks/groups for domestic violence etc.  
 
Q: Is there anything that the Community can do regarding the safety of the A6 in particular 
at school pick up and drop off times? In particular linked to parked vehicles and large 
vehicles having to mount the pavement to pass the parked cars.  
 
A: The Police confirm that information has been passed to the collision reduction officer 
regarding the possibility of a zebra crossing near the school. Shap has one. Any other 
options are likely to be expensive or ruled out due to impacts on local residents e.g. speed 
bumps and noise.  
 
Cllr Hughes confirmed that Highways are reluctant to put in raised levels/bumps on the A6 
because of the volume of traffic and the impact this would have on the local community, but 
chicanes could be installed which doesn’t involve raising the carriageway. He has found this 
has worked successfully elsewhere.  
 
It was noted that the build out’s with flower planters on have not worked, and that any 
narrowing/chicanes need to be more severe.  
 
It was noted that Clifton Village has no speed ‘buffer’ zone.  
 
Cllr Hughes confirmed that there is an intention to close the A6 around Jenkinsons for a 
number of weeks later in the year for major works. Cllr Hughes has lobbied to try and get 
down to a one lane closure, or reduce the closure duration but at this time this hasn’t been 
successful. 
 
Members of Clifton Community made representation that the local community are just keen 
to get the A6 works completed to an acceptable standard given the protracted nature of the 
issues associated with the A6 works that took place in 2021. 
 
Cllr Hughes noted that the first meeting of the Shadow Authority is being held w/c 15th May 
2022 to sort out internal functionality. 
 
  

 
The meeting was closed at 19:08 
 
 
 
 


