
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Annual Clifton Community Council Meeting held in 

the Abbott Lodge on Thursday 16th May 2024 at 18:45 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Phil Clarke, Claire Bland 

 

Others: Becx Carter, 1 member of the public,  
 

Apologies: Sharon Blaylock (Personal Commitments), WaF Cllr N Hughes 

  
With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 

 

43/24 To elect a chairperson for Clifton Community Council for the forthcoming 

year (24/25) 
 

Resolved by all present that Cllr J Davies be elected as chair of Clifton 

Community Council for the forthcoming year. 
 

Cllr J Davies signed his declaration of acceptance of office, and this was 
witnessed by the Clerk & RFO. 

 

44/24 To elect a vice-chairperson for Clifton Community Council for the 
forthcoming year 

 
Resolved by all present that Cllr P Clarke be elected as vice-chair of Clifton 

Community Council for the forthcoming year. 

 
Action: Clerk to update the website 

 

45/24 Apologies 
 

Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted 
from those listed above. 

 

46/24 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 

The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 
Community Council Meeting held on 11th April 2024 (previously circulated) 

 

47/24 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 

 
None 

 

48/24 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

 
Resolved by all present that due to the commercially sensitive nature of agenda 

item 59/2024 that this item be considered once the press & public have been 

excluded.  
 

49/24 Public Participation 
 

None present 
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50/24 Chair's Report 
 

Chair’s Report 
 

• Cllr J Davies noted that he has had a meeting with a WaF officer re 

footway lighting and WaF are looking to form a new policy on this in the 
coming months and will be looking to engage with Clifton Community 

Council as part of this. WaF have also offered to help us mount our new 
solar light. 

• A meeting is being held in the coming weeks with Cumbria Police 

regarding Community Speedwatch and Autospeed watch and it is hoped 
that Cumbria Police are going to look to adopt Autospeed Watch and 

support the use of it. 

• A number of letters have been received by the Chair from the children at 
Clifton School about their needs and desires for the playarea 

• It was noted that the Clerk & Chair have a meeting w/c 21st May 2024 to 
discuss lengthsman arrangements.  

 

51/24 D Day Celebrations 
 

Resolved by all present that a lamp of peace and some battery powered tea 
lights be purchased to be held on a procession to celebrate D Day a cost of up 

£100 . These will be illuminated on the 6th June 2024 in line with the National 

Celebration activities. 
 

This will complement the already agreed community bring and share picnic to be 

hosted on the Pocket Park as discussed at the April 2024 meeting. 
 

52/24 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the Parish 

 
➢ Works have been done on the highway which has resulted in drainage 

problems between Abbott Lodge & Melkinthorpe 
 

Action: Clerk and Chair to raise this WaF. 

 
➢  There are other drains in the parish that are causing issues which have 

been reported repeated times but no action has been taken.  

 
➢ There have been several incidents of grass cuttings being dumped in 

farm hedges (it is toxic to dairy cattle), stock gates being left open 
allowing stock to escape/mix, and dogs fouling in/on farm land (which is 

toxic to stock). 

 
Action: An article to be included in the new newsletter on the 

Countryside Code.  
 

➢ There have been a number of issues with fly-tipping locally which is of 

concern. 
➢ Some of the kerb stone issues have been resolved.  

➢ The bird box speed camera in Clifton Dykes has sadly been vandalised. 
 

ii. To receive an Auto speedwatch update 

 
One of the cameras has had an issue but hopefully it is now resolved, a further 
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update will be provided after the meeting with Cumbria Police takes place.  
 

53/24 Clifton Community Council Projects 
 

i. To receive an update on the info pod project 

ii.  
The funding from CCF has been received, the project will now commence and it 

is hoped will be completed in August.  
 

iii. Cumbria in Bloom 2024 

 
Resolved that once the date for judging is confirmed that a community planting 

day be organized.  

 
Action: Clerk to send an invoice to Jenkinson’s for a contribution toward 

planting.  
 

54/24 Planning 

 
i. Planning applications received for consultation. 

 
Ref: 23/0007 

Location: Wetheriggs Pottery, Clifton Dykes 

Proposal: Variation of Condition 2 (plans compliance) for amendments to Plot B 
attached to Listed Building Consent 19/0638 

 

Resolved by all that the original Clifton Community Council comments and 
concerns remain. Clifton Community Council expressed their continued 

disappointed at the impact these proposals will have on what is a heritage asset; 
the level of works being proposed will now negate the historic aspects of the 

building. Councillors also noted it was sad to see that the local planning 

authority approved these works and the Secretary of State has allowed what 
was a historic asset to be altered so significantly.  

 
The Council express serious concerns about the risks to the scheduled ancient 

monument which is in close proximity to this development site.  

 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment/request.  

 

55/24 Policies 
 

Resolved by all present that the below policies be re-adopted with no changes: 
 

- Standing orders 

- Training Policy 
- Autospeedwatch Policy 

- Sabbatical Leave Policy 
- Record Management Policy 

- Recording of meetings policy 

- Health & Safety Policy 
- Grant Policy 

- Freedom of Information 
- Equality & diversity policy 

- Disciplinary & Grievance procedure 

- Data protection policy 
- Complaints procedure 
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- Financial Regulations 
- Communications policy 

- Appraisal policy 
- Risk Management policy 

- Co-option procedure 

- Code of Conduct for Members 
- Serious Infectious Disease policy 

- Scheme of delegation 
- Planning Policy 

- Publication Scheme 

- Website Accessibility statement 
 

56/24 Financial Matters      

 
i. To authorise the below payments. 

 
Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for 

payment: 

 

Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

28.5.24 Becx Carter June Salary (Via 
So) 

£332.19 Ratify 

28.5.24 HMRC June PAYE (Via 

SO) 

£83.00 Ratify 

16.5.24 Clear Councils Insurance £378.26 Approve 

16.5.24 Cumbria in Bloom Entry Fee £45.00 Approve 

16.5.24 Autospeedwatch Renewal fee £296.00 Approve 

16.5.24 Gareth Davidson Pocket Park 

cutting fees 

£160.00 Approve 

 

16.5.24 Rachael Kelly  Internal Audit 

Fees 

£50.00 Approve 

 
ii. To approve the insurance quotation for the forthcoming year 

 
Resolved by all present that the Insurance Quotation of £378.26 from Clear 

Councils be accepted for the forthcoming year. 

 
iii. To receive the internal auditors report 

 

Resolved by all present that the unqualified internal auditors report for Clifton 
Community Council be noted as received.  

 
iv. To approve the Annual Statements of Governance 

 

Resolved by all present that the below responses to the Annual Governance 
Statements be made for the year ending 31st March 2024 

 

Statement Response 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective 

financial management during the year, and for the 
preparation of the accounting statements 

Yes 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal 
control including measures designed to prevent and 

detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its 

effectiveness 

Yes 
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3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that 
there are no matters of actual or potential non-

compliance with laws, regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial effect 

on the ability of this authority to conduct its business 

or manage its finances 

Yes 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for 

the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audits Regulations 

Yes 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including the introduction of internal controls 

and/or external insurance cover where required 

Yes 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accounting 

records and control systems 

Yes 

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in 

reports from internal and external audit 

Yes 

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 

commitments, events or transactions, occurring 
either during or after the year-end, have a financial 

impact on this authority and where appropriate, have 

included them in the accounting statements 

Yes 

 

v. To approve the Accounting Statements 
 

Resolved by all present that the accounting statements as presented in the 

Annual Governance & Accountability Review 2023/24 were approved and the 
Chair & Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance & Accountability 

return 23/24 on behalf of Clifton Community Council  

 

57/24 Correspondence received. 

 
i. To consider if Clifton CC wishes to remain a member of the RSN Rural 

Village Services Group 

 
The Clerk noted that she was struggling to find a benefit of this membership to 

Clifton Community Council at this point in time. 
 

Resolved by all present that we continue the membership for one more year, 

and note that the Community Council don’t feel that we are getting significant 
benefits at this point and would like to see more information about meetings etc. 

 

Action: Clerk to take this forward.   
 

58/24 Date of next meeting  
 

Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 2024 be set as (all at 

18:30): 
 

27th June 2024 
1st August 2024 

19th September 2024 

14th November 2024 
9th January 2025  
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 Members of the press & public were excluded at this point of the 
meeting under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960. 

 

59/24 Land Acquisition opportunity. 

 

Resolved by present that Clifton Community Council look to work with partners 
(Waf & the School) about possible options for funding and viability of the site 

that is currently available on the open market e.g. access for a community hub, 
and additional space for the school, and community space.  

 

Action: Clerk and Chair to take this forward. 
 

 

The meeting was closed at 19:25 
 

Action: Clerk to agenda neighbourhood planning for the June 2024 meeting 
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