
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the 

Abbott Lodge on Thursday 11th April 2024 at 18:30 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, Phil Clarke,  

 

Others: Becx Carter, 5 members of the public, WaF Cllr N Hughes 
 

Apologies: Sharon Blaylock (Personal Commitments) 

  
All resolutions taken during this meeting were done by a show of a hands of councillors present.  

 
With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 

 

31/24 Apologies 

 

Apologies and reasons for absence were noted from those listed above 
 

32/24 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 

The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 

Community Council Meeting held on 22nd February 2024 (previously circulated) 
 

33/24 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 

 
None 

 

34/24 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

 

None 
 

35/24 Public Participation 
 

Several members of the public attended from Clifton Dykes to raise concerns 

about improved signage (gateway features) and speeding through Clifton Dykes.  
 

- WaF Cllr N Hughes noted that there is a backlog of activity at WaF 
Highways and confirmed that there had been a misunderstanding 

between WaF Cllr N Hughes and the Highways Dept about the signage 

works required at Clifton Dykes.  
- WaF Cllr N Hughes noted that WaF Highways as he understands it are still 

awaiting formal go ahead from Clifton Community Council including 
moving the Clifton Dykes sign back to where the National Speed Limit 

sign is now. The Clerk confirmed that this had been provided to WaF 

Highways.  
- Cllr J Davies noted that the larger ‘gateway’ signs were approved by 

Clifton Community Council at the November 2023 meeting and this 

decision was conveyed to WaF. 
Action: Clerk to speak to the WaF Highways Officer about what they 

need from the Clifton Community Council.  
- Members of the public also requested an update on the Hidden 

Dip/Concealed Entrance signs in Clifton Dykes. 

Action: Cllr N Hughes to take this forward with WaF Officers.  
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- It was noted that the Traffic Data Unit strips will be being installed in 
Clifton Dykes (and elsewhere in the Parish) in the next month which will 

hopefully identify if there is a speeding issue. 
- Speed Indicating Devices- It was confirmed that at this point in time 

there is no funding available for these.  

- Community SpeedWatch- It was noted that this is led by the Police and 
the current officer has left the force so Community Speedwatch is not 

operating in the County, there is also no enforcement following up on 
these groups (when they were active). 

- A66 Works; there are concerns about local roads being used as rat 

runs/diversions around the works. These concerns have been raised with 
National Highways.  

 

36/24 Applications for Co-option. 
 

Note that no applications for the 2 co-option vacancies have been received. 
 

37/24 Chair's Report 

 
Chair’s Report 

 
• Cllr J Davies informed all that he had attended a meeting with the deputy 

leader of WaF to look at how Clifton Community Council can work 

proactively with WaF to try and resolve some of the ongoing issues (e.g. 
lengthsman agreements, footway lighting, communications). The 

outcomes of this meeting is awaited.  

 
D-Day Celebrations (6th June 2024) 

 
Consideration was given as to if Clifton Community Council wish to do anything 

to mark this event. Cllr J Davies has had discussions with the re-enactment 

society from Brougham Hall about some form of a tour taking place through the 
Parish on the Saturday nearest this date.  

 
A similar event to the Coronation could be held on the Clifton Pocket Park e.g. a 

Bring Your own Picnic, on the Saturday closest to the date.  

 
Action: Cllr J Davies to lead on hosting a small village get together to 

commerate D Day on the Pocket Park 

 

38/24 Bus Services 

 
i. To discuss the new Saturday bus service and its longer-term 

implications including on the current Fellrunner Bus Service 

 
It was noted that a new Saturday Service has commenced through the 

Sustainable & Integrated Transport for Ullswater (SITU) group. Due to the lack 
of the consultation the commencement of this new service competes with the 

Fellrunner Saturday Service. Therefore, the Fellrunner Saturday Service will be 

terminated at the end of April 2024. The funding for the new bus service only 
runs until November 2024 at which point this service will cease.  

 
This will leave the community with no Saturday bus service after November 

2024.  

 
This loss of the year round Fellrunner Servive on a Saturday was noted by all 
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with disappointment.  
 

ii. WaF Bus Consultation for discussion and response 
 

Cllr J Davies attended the briefing session on Tuesday and raised the concern 

that Clifton is currently served by the 106 service on a Tuesday and Friday. The 
current provider (Cumbria Classic Coaches) has no capacity to take on further 

services. So depending on how any services tendered for as a result of this 
consultation are managed they might impact on community services like the 106 

service. This concern has been raised with WaF. 

 
It was noted that any bus service outcomes of this consultation are only likely to 

be for a year. 

 
The Clerk confirmed she had circulated the consultation via email to all 

councillors for personal response.  
 

WaF Cllr N Hughes noted that there is no guarantee that anything proposed in 

the Consultation will go ahead, it will depend on consultation responses.  
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support any 
development and increase in public transport but have concerns about the 

impact any temporary measures introduced as part of this funding will have on 

the community services already in place (106 Bus Service Group).  
 

Clifton Community Council also would request that a key success of this 

consultation would be improved marketing of both any new and also existing bus 
services.   

 

39/24 Highways & Parish Maintenance 

 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the Parish 
 

• The collapsing Gully across the A6 near Clifton Hill Gardens still has not 
been resolved. 

• The OpenReach manholes have now been repaired. 

• There is an ongoing issue with a blocked drain on the road toward Abbott 
Lodge which WaF Highways just keep putting tarmac on top of, but not 

resolving the drainage issue. 

• White lines through the village have been requested but not yet installed 
 

Action: Cllr J Davies to raise the ongoing issues once again with WaF. 
 

ii. To consider/discuss options to take on ownership/responsibility for 

public spaces maintenance in Jacobite Gardens & Clifton Hill Gardens 
 

Cllr J Davies noted that the residents of these areas are currently paying circa 
£3 per week for public space management to management companies that are 

ultimately linked to Storey’s, but are a third party company based in Carlisle.  

 
Resolved by all present that informal discussions be commenced with the 

management companies about if the Community Council could take over the 
management of these green spaces on these developments with an associated 

cost reduction to residents.  

 
Action: Cllr J Davies to take forward an informal discussion with the 
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management committee and bring this back to a future council meeting.  
 

iii. To consider the development of a Clifton Way; A walking and cycling 
route between Penrith & Lowther with a circular Clifton route. 

Informal discussions were held about this in the past, and Cllr J Davies has 

recently held a meeting with the sustainable transport group at WaF, to consider 
a walking and cycling route from Penrith to Clifton and then from Clifton to 

Lowther (and associated improvements).  WaF currently have some funding to 
potentially work with landowners to improve the existing footpaths to make 

them more useable year-round.  

 
Resolved by all present that a map be prepared of the proposed route to be 

shared with Councillors and WaF to try and draw down some of this funding.  

 
Action: Cllr J Davies to draw up a map and circulate to all.  

 

40/24 Planning 

 

i. Planning applications received for consultation. 
 

Ref: 2024/0477/FPA 
Location: George & Dragon, Clifton 

Proposal: Proposed repositioning of door and erection of porch   

 
1 Cllr abstained from this vote.  

 

Resolved by the majority of those present that Clifton Community Council are 
unable to make comment on this application fully due to the lack of information 

provided on why the request has been submitted to move a door, the movement 
of the door per-se is not believed to be an issue, but further information is 

needed.   

 
Further Clifton Community Council would like to request that Westmorland & 

Furness confirm if a change of use application is already in place for this (and its 
adjacent) residential dwelling which now appear to be being used as commercial 

letting rooms.   

 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment/request.  

 

ii. Planning decisions  
 

Resolved by all present that the below planning decisions be noted as received 
 

Ref Location Proposal Decision 

23/0592 A W Jenkinson, 
Clifton Moor, 

Clifton, Penrith 

Addition of a two 
bay extension to 

existing bagging 
line etc 

Approved with 
conditions 

 
 

 

41/24 Financial Matters      
 

i. To authorise the below payments. 
 

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for 

payment: 
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Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

11.4.24 Becx Carter Expenses £51.85 Approve 

28.3.24 Becx Carter March Salary (Via 
So) 

£349.64 Ratify 

28.3.24 HMRC March PAYE (Via 

SO) 

£87.40 Ratify 

28.4.24 Becx Carter April Salary (Via 

SO) 

£349.64 Ratify 

28.4.24 HMRC April PAYE (Via 

SO) 

£87.40 Ratify 

11.4.24 Cumbria 
Payroll 

Services 

Payroll & Pension 
Fees 24-25 

£252.00 Approve 

11.4.24 Penrith Posters Newsletter £145.00 Approve 

 

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against 
budget report. 

 

Resolved by all present that these be recorded as a true and accurate record.  
 

42/24 Date of next meeting  
 

Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 2024 be set as (all at 

18:30): 
 

16th May 2024-ACM & APM-Invite to be extended to 106 Bus User Group to 

attend and speak about their service.  
27th June 2024 

1st August 2024 
19th September 2024 

14th November 2024 

9th January 2025  

 

The meeting was closed at 19:30 
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