
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the Abbott Lodge on 

Thursday 13th February 2025 at 18:30 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland,  
 

Attendance: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO)-6 members of the public  
 

With 3 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
 

16/25 Apologies 
 

Resolved by all present that apologies be noted as received from Cllr P 
Clark (Personal Commitments), Cllr S Blaylock (Personal Commitments)  

 

17/25 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  

 
The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 

Community Council Meeting held on 9th January 2025 (previously 
circulated) 
 

18/25 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 

Cllr J Davies declared that he is a candidate in the by-election for the 
Shap & Eamont WaF Ward. 

 

19/25 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act 1960) 
 

None 
 

20/25 Public Participation 
 

At the chair’s discretion members of the public present spoke to the 
agenda item of concern (24/25 iii). 

 

21/25 Resolutions Update/Actions Log.  

 
The resolutions sheet is hosted online for councillors to review and was 
noted as received.  

 

22/25 Network Rail M6/Clifton Bridge Replacement 

 
It was noted that there is a stakeholder meeting on the 18th February 

2025 between Network Rail and National Highways to try and improve 
local consultation and engagement as it has been poor thus far.  

 
There maybe a public meeting in late February but this is not yet 

confirmed. 
 

It was noted that Network Rail have a planning application in for a 
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screening application for the compound which National Highways have 
objected to. 

 
It is also noted that WaF are now opening a planning compliance case 

against National Rail for undertaking works without consent. 
 

23/25 WaF Consultations 
 

i. To discuss and consider next steps relating to WaF Engagement 
with Parish Councils on consultations.  

 
Concern was raised that a number of policies have recently been passed 

by WaF that mention within them that Town & Parish Councils being 
consulted when there has been no consultation (E.g. Housing Strategy 

and Highways Strategy). 
 

There has also been a requirement for a very tight return on timescales 
for a decision on PAG funding. The Clerk and Cllr J Davies have had a 

meeting with Nick Wright & Kelly Bradburn Sims about the timescales for 
this, PAG have confirmed that they just want the money out of their bank 
account before the turn of the financial year, it was also confirmed by 

Kellie Bradburn Sims & Nick Wright and that there are no restrictions on 
the funding.  

 
Resolved that representation be made to CALC and WaF on the lack of 

consultation with Parish Councils and raise concerns with WaF about 
Parish & Town Councils being mentioned in documents when they haven’t 

been consulted.  
 

Resolved by all present that the 2k from the PAG be accepted subject to 
WaF providing written confirmation that they will progress the devolution 

of the Playarea to Clifton Community Council within a set time period. 
Without such a written guarantee Clifton Community Council would not 

be able to accept the funding due to risks and liabilities. 
 

ii. To discuss and consider submitting a formal complaint to the 
Electoral Commission regarding the recent Polling Station 

changes 
 
It was noted that Community & Parish Councils are one of the few bodies 

that can lodge a objection to the electoral commission about the decision 
to remove the polling station from within the Parish.  

 
Resolved by all present that a formal objection be filed with the 

electoral commission on this matter and request that a review be 
undertaken of the decision 

24/25 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the 

Parish.  
 

It was noted that there are closures on the A6 W/C 17th February 2025.   
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Investigation works have been undertaken on the apparent culvert 

collapse on the A6 but thus far the cause hasn’t been identified.  
 

ii. Autospeed watch update 
 

No matters raised 
 

iii. To consider the proposals for improved signage/speed 
reduction measures in Clifton Dykes 

 

6 members of the public attended to make representation on this subject 

a summary of the concerns/points raised is given below: 
 

• There are local concerns about the number and size of vehicles 
(over 7.5tonnes) using the route through Clifton Dykes. A member 

of the public raised concern that this was in breach of a weight 
limit on this stretch of road. 

• The speed of vehicles using the road. A local resident has 
purchased her own speed camera and estimates that 1 in 2 

vehicles are speeding.  This information has been provided to WaF. 
• It was recognized that it is likely that WaF will want to install these 

proposals and see how they work before considering further 
mitigation measures. 

• A question was raised regarding how WaF will monitor the success 
(or otherwise) of the measures.   

• A request was made for speed bumps (full width to be installed on 
this road). 

• It was noted that these works would likely take place in the 25/26 
financial year.  

• Concerns were raised regarding the implications of the A6 closures 

starting 17th Feb 2025 and what impact they will have on the 
Clifton Dykes road. It was hoped that police should be carrying out 

increasing patrols during these road closures.  
• Clifton Dykes residents raised concerns that the Police Speed van 

had limited effectiveness due to the fact that other road users 
warn oncoming traffic about the location of the speed camera. 

• Cllr J Davies informed all present that Clifton Community Council 
are lobbying for the installation of averaging speed cameras on the 

A6 through the Parish during the M6 Network Rail Bridge 
replacement works (and associated M6 closures). Additionally, it 

was noted that the Kempley Bank Roundabout works will be 
delayed until the M6 Network Rail Bridge project is completed.  

• It was confirmed that the police/WaF can’t unfortunately act on 
speeding data from a private camera. 

• It was noted that there needs to be sufficient KSI Data to warrant 
more significant speed reduction mitigation measures being 

installed.  
• The installation of these proposed dragon’s teeth within Clifton 

Parish is thought to be the first of its kind on a 40mph road in 

England (Dept of Transport approval was required).  
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• Cllr J Davies confirmed that Clifton Community Councillors can 
only act on matters within their Parish, part of Clifton Dykes is 

within Brougham Parish who also need to be lobbied on this issue. 
(https://broughamparishcouncil.co.uk/)  

 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council write to the 

larger vehicle operators in the area asking them to drive more 
conscientiously in the local community. 

 
Action: Clerk to take this forward and a list of the operators that 

letters have been sent to be provided to the residents of Clifton 
Dykes.  

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council fully support the 

imposition of these proposals and would request that regular TDU’s are 
sited to monitor before, during and after to show the effectiveness of the 

scheme. 
 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
 

iv. To consider the purchase of poo bag bins for the Parish. 
 

It was noted that poo bag dispensers have now been located at three 
locations in the parish and they are being used. 
 

Resolved by all present that signage be purchased to identify these as 
poo bag dispensers.  

 
Action: Cllr J Davies to take this forward. 

 
Resolved by all present that WaF be requested to increase signage 

about dog fouling/fines in the Parish. 
 

Action: Clerk to raise this with WaF. 
 

It was noted that there is an issue with people allowing dog fouling on 
the Pocket Park, and if there should be signage relating to discouraging 

dog fouling in this area (and potentially consideration be given to fining 
offenders) 

 
Action: Clerk to review the legislation for fining for fouling. 

 
Resolved by all present that the two of the plastic benches with planters 

be purchased for the Pocket Park. 
 
Action; Clerk to take this forward.  

 
v. To receive an update on the Clifton 20mph speed limit request 

 

It was noted that Clifton has been approved to move forward with the 

creation of the 20mph speed limit in the area in the 25/26 financial year. 
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Proposals will be designed then there will be a public consultation and if 
this is supported then this will be taken forward. 

 
Action: Email addresses of councillors to be provided to WaF for 

the meeting being scheduled to discuss taking this forward.  
 

vi. To note the commencement of the new bus service and the 106 
10th Birthday 

 
This was noted as received. 

 

25/25 Planning 

 
i. Planning applications received for consultation. 

 
Ref:  2024/2276/FPA 

Location: Clifton Hall Barn, Clifton, Penrith 
Proposal: Change of use of agricultural building to a dwellinghouse and 

associated operations 
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton CC have no objections to the 
proposal, but would seek Highways guidance on if the visibility splay is 

sufficient for joining a national speed limit road and would suggest that 
the 30mph be moved for the north side of the property entrance so that 
this is within the 30mph zone. It was also requested that a condition be 

added to restrict the installation of external lighting that could be 
distracting to Highways users.  

 
It was also noted that there is no grey water catchment on the 

development to offset neutrality issues, or any consideration apparently 
given to green energy solutions.  

 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments 

 
Ref: 2025/0046/FPA 

Location: Land East of Bridge End Farm, Clifton 
Proposal: Erection of an extension to existing agricultural shed 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support this 

application on the grounds of supporting the farming community. 
 

Action: Clerk to submit these comment 
 

Ref: 2025/0047/FPA 
Location: Land East of Bridge End Farm, Clifton 
Proposal: Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of an 

extension to existing agricultural shed 
 

Resolved that Clifton Community Council can’t comment due to 
insufficient detail provided with application via the online portal (only an 

application form and covering letter no plans etc) 
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Action: Clerk to submit these comments 

 
Ref: 2025/0151/HOU 

Location: 1 Railway Cottages, Clifton, Penrith 
Proposal: Proposed alterations and extension 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support this 

proposal to bring this housing stock back into use, but would note that 
the windows appear quite small for the lighting of such a large open plan 

area and the Community Council would suggest the expansion of the 
window size (which will also break up the expanse of wood on the facia).  

CCC would also suggest that some consideration be given to rain water 
harvesting.  

 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments 

 
Ref: 2025/0187/HOU 

Location: 2 Railway Cottages, Clifton, Penrith 
Proposal: Proposed alterations and extension  
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council have no 

comments or objections to this proposal. 
 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments 
 

It was noted that there were two applications for barn conversions in 
Clifton Dykes under prior notification not required.  These have been 

refused by WaF.  
 

ii. Planning decisions 
 

None at the time of the meeting. 
 

26/25 Financial Matters      
 

i. To authorise the below payments. 
 

Resolved by all present that the below payments were 
authorised/ratified for payment: 
 

PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

Becx Carter Jan Salary (Via 

So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

HMRC Jan PAYE (Via SO) £86.60 Ratify 

 

Becx Carter Feb Salary (Via 

So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

HMRC Feb PAYE (Via SO) £86.60 Ratify 

Abbott Lodge Room Hire (Jan) £20.00 Approve 

Abbott Lodge Room hire (Feb)  £20.00  Approve 
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Action: Clerk to pay these accounts 

 
ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend 

against budget report 
 

Resolved by all present that these be approved.  
 

27/25 Correspondence received. 
 

i. Cumbria Constabulary Neighbourhood Policing Pledge  
 

Resolved by all present that the Chair, Vice Chair & Clerk be nominated 
to be part of this group along with the Clerk. 

 
Action: Clerk to confirm this to CALC 

 
ii. Royal Garden Party nominations 

 
No nomination made by Clifton.  

28/25 Date of next meeting  

 
It was noted that future meetings are scheduled for: 

 
All at Abbot Lodge at 18:30 unless stated below 

 
20th March 2025- 17:30 

1st May 2025 
19th June 2025 

17th July 2025 
18th September 2025 

27th November 2025 
15th January 2026 

 
Meeting closed 20:01 
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