
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the 

Abbott Lodge on Thursday 9th January 2025 at 18:30 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, Sharon Blaylock, 

Phil Clarke 

 
Attendance: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO)- Via Teams 

 
With 5 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 

 

01/25 Apologies 
 

Resolved by all present that no apologies had been received.  
 

02/25 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 

The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 
Community Council Meeting held on 14th November 2024 (previously 

circulated) 
 

03/25 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 
None 

 

04/25 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act 1960) 
 

None 
 

05/25 Public Participation 
 

Westmorland & Furness 
 

• It was noted that this role is currently vacant and 
 

06/25 Chair's Report 
 

Chair’s Report 
 

• Cllr Davies confirmed the new solar street light is now installed. 
• The defib is installed and working. Thanks, were noted to Scott & 

Darren at WaF for their facilitation on this project particularly over 

the festive period.  
• A meeting has been held with Network Rail and their contractors 

which will be covered under the highways section. 
Action: Clerk to add Clifton Railway Bridge replacement as a 

standard agenda item going forward. 
• A meeting has been held with WaF regarding the play area, not 

specifically devolution at this stage but to look at the community 
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gym project, and interlinked parking issues in the local area. Cllr J 
Davies has enforced that there is a need to get parked vehicles off 

the A6 during the Railway bridge project. WaF have requested a 
small working group be formed including WaF, Clifton Community 

Council & the local community and school to discuss this project. 
Cllr J Davies has identified a member of the public who is 

interested in taking part in this along with the school. 
Action: Cllr J Davies to confirm to Kellie Bradburn Sims at WaF 

and ask her to facilitate moving this forward.  
• Cllr J Davies attended the most recent Place Action Group meeting 

on behalf of Clifton Community Council. 
• Cllr J Davies has been liaising with Shap Parish Council and others 

about the possibility of forming a group of Parishes to look at the 
mitigation of the impacts of the National Rail Bridge project 

collectively.  
• 106 bus is going to continue operating twice a week, Clifton is also 

going to be looped in on a route with Greystoke that will do a once 
a day service around the villages in the area. Clifton Community 

Council have expressed concerns that this 1-year subsidised 
service by Stagecoach could have a negative impact on the 106 
bus (in terms of dropping user numbers). It was noted that WaF 

failed to engage with the 106 group on the tender/implications. 
• A formal request has been submitted to Lowther Estates to request 

that negotiations be opened on the acquisition of a piece of land 
for a new community hub.  

07/25 Resolutions Update/Actions Log.  
 

The resolutions sheet is hosted on line for councillors to review 
 

Action: Cllr J Davies to circulate the link to all following the 
meeting.  
 

08/25 Info Pod 

 
Cllr J Davies noted that the shelving unit is done, once the cold weather 

finishes the shelves can be installed (but they need a cement base being 
installed and this needs to be done above 0). Cllr J Davies is hopeful that 

by the end of Jan 2025 everything will be in place (including the mobile 
charge point, and display screen). 

 
Action: Clerk to consult with NALC on if an agenda published on a 

digital noticeboard in the Parish is sufficient or if hard copy 
noticeboards still need to be used.  

 
A discussion will need to be held about the content to be included on this 

display screen.  
 

Cllr J Davies is looking for further grant funding to look to install solar 
panels on to the site. The system that is being installed is capable of 
linking to solar panels once they are installed but initially the battery and 

the screen will be powered from a mains linkage within the info pod. 
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Further funding could also be sought for a starlink system that would 

provide an internet hot spot in the Parish.  
 

It was noted by Councillors that there are still sporadic issues with 
flickering power supply in the Parish.  

 

09/25 Clifton Community CIC 

 
Advice has been received from NALC confirming that as Clifton 

Community Council has the General Power of Competence it can do 
anything that an individual can do unless it is specifically prohibited by 

law.  
 

Setting up a Community Interest Company (CIC) is not prohibited by Law 
for Parish or Community Councils, indeed the Localism Act 2011 requires 

a Parish Council undertaking activities under GPC on a commercial basis 
(i.e. making a profit) to do so through a company of some sort e.g. a 

CIC. 
 
A CIC is a separate entity from the Parish/Community Council and will 

need separate accounts, a board of directors, appropriate insurance and 
administration. NALC would expect the directors to be all or some of the 

councillors and the administration can be conducted by 
Parish/Community Council Staff. This would need to be under separate 

contracts of employment with the CIC or under a Service Level 
Agreement between the CIC and the Parish/Community Council.  If the 

CIC should fail the liabilities would be the responsibility of the CIC and 
not the Parish/Community Council. As the CIC would be a separate body 

the Parish Council could make it grants under GPC if required. 
 

It was noted that the initial discussions about setting up a CIC came 
about as a result of the lack of a lengthsman agreement but discussions 

on this are progressing.  
 

A benefit of a CIC could be around large-scale funding applications for 
things such as the new community space development, however it was 

noted that the timescales on such projects are unknown.  
 
Resolved by all present that that this be placed on hold until it is 

necessary for such a project as a community space build, due to the 
additional administration burden that it would incur. 

 

10/25 Neighbourhood Plan 

 
i. To receive an update/make any necessary resolutions from this 

 
No responses were received to the tender. 

 
WaF are still developing their Neighbourhood Plan Policy, they have a 

statutory duty to provide support to Parish/Community Councils.  
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Without a consultant appointed the workload would be significant. Clifton 

Community Council have supported Lowther to nominate the Network 
Rail Compound as a potential housing site. 

 
It was noted that if there is a neighbourhood plan in place then 

Community Infrastructure Levy can be distributed in accordance with 
this. However, the former Eden District Council didn’t adopt CiL’s in their 

area (and this has continued into the new WaF administration).  
 

One of the other reasons a Neighbourhood Plan was suggested was to 
look at Community Wide design code, an alternative is to go down the 

route of a Community Right to Build Plan which is then put to a 
referendum and adopted in a similar manner to a NHP.  

 
An architect would need to be appointed to prepare some plans and then 

the community would need to be consulted prior to a referendum.  
 

Cllr J Davies noted that the administration burden of preparing a NHP is 
significant and with the government funding still only being for one fiscal 
year makes it very difficult to delivery.  

 
Resolved by all present that we look to focus on the development of a 

Community Right to Build plan in the first instance and then progress the 
Neighbourhood Plan once the funding is available over a more deliverable 

period.  
 

It was noted that WaF would need to be informed of the intent to prepare 
a community right to build plan as WaF would be required to host/hold 

the referendum. 
 

Action: Clerk & Chair to progress this.  
 

A discussion was held about how access would be obtained to the 
possible new site for a community hub (and if this could link into traffic 

calming on the A6 and possible access to any new housing on the brown 
field site of the compound).  

 

11/25 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the 
Parish 

 
• A request has been made about the cleaning of the railway bridge 

and the leaves this has been passed (multiple times) to WaF. 
• Signs just outside of Clifton (Clifton Cross) have been damaged 

and have been reported to WaF. 
• Concerns were raised about the crashed vehicle in the Parish 

which has now apparently been abandoned. 
Action: Clerk to report this to WaF. 

• A request was made for additional grit bins/piles throughout the 
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Parish including on the junction of the Melkinthorpe Road/A6. 
Action: Clerk to submit a request for an emergency heap on this 

junction and at Clifton Dykes.  
• Residents have raised concerns with Clifton Community Council 

about the issue of parking on the pavement in Fairview Gardens 
which prevent people from being able to safely use the pavement, 

and force pedestrians to walk on the road. 
 

Action: Clifton Community Council to engage with WaF and 
Cumbria Police & the Fire Brigade on these issues on the grounds 

of Highways Safety/emergency vehicle access. WaF to be asked 
to provide options for the resolution of these pedestrian safety 

issues.  
 

Action: An article to be placed in the forthcoming Clifton 
Community Council newsletter highlighting these concerns and 

asking people to park respectfully. 
 

It was noted that there is an ongoing need for off street parking 
provision in the Parish, and especially during the Network Rail works and 
M6 diversion when parking may be prohibited on the A6 completely. 

  
ii. Autospeed watch update 

 
It was noted that these have been fairly quiet recently. No further 

updates have been received from new ‘CRASH” group following the 
appeal from Clifton & Greystoke against the ceasing of support for 

Autospeedwatch devices.  
 

Cllr J Davies has asked to be able to make representation at this meeting 
when it is held.  

 
It was noted that Clifton Community Council are lobbying National 

Rail/National Highways to install some form of speed cameras along the 
A6 in Clifton to mitigate the impacts of the M6 diversions. 

 
iii. Update on speeding in Clifton Dykes 

 

No further update received.  

 
Cllr J Davies noted that the 20mph community speed limits in the Barrow 

area of WaF have now been mothballed due to lack of community 
support. It is not clear what the implications of this maybe on the Eden 

area projects.  
 

iv. To consider the purchase of large seat planters for Clifton 

Pocket Park 
 

The Clerk presented a quote for a style of planters for this area an initial 
quote for Corten Steel Planters has been received at £676 plus VAT 
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Resolved by all present that a budget of £1500 (NET) be set and all 
councillors to look for options and share them via email and an order to 

be placed.  
 

Action: Councillors/Clerk to take this forward.  

12/25 Planning 

 
i. Planning applications received for consultation. 

 
Ref: 2024/1755/FPA 

Location: Clifton CP School Clifton, Penrith, CA10 2EG 
Proposal: Erection of a Summer House 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support this 

application, but that consideration be given to where the surface water is 
going to drain to, and the safeguarding measures that will be taken 

relating to the students leaving the ‘safe zone’ of the school. 
 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.  
 
Ref: 2024/2391/SCREEN 

Location: Railway Bridge over M6 Motorway, Clifton 
Proposal: Screening Opinion for the reconstruction of the railway bridge 

and associated temporary compounds 
 

It was noted with disappointed that Clifton Community Council were not 
consulted on this.  

 
ii. Planning decisions 

 
None at the time of the meeting. 

 

13/25 Financial Matters      

 
i. To authorise the below payments. 

 
Resolved by all present that the below payments were 

authorised/ratified for payment: 
 

PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

Becx Carter Expenses £TBC Approve 

Becx Carter Nov Salary (Via 

So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

HMRC Nov PAYE (Via SO) £86.60 Ratify 

Becx Carter Dec Salary (Via 
So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

HMRC Dec PAYE (Via SO) £86.60 Ratify 

 

Action: Clerk to pay these accounts 
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ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend 
against budget report 

 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate 

record 
 

iii. To consider and approve the draft budget for Clifton 
Community Council for the 25/26 Financial Year 

 
Resolved by all present that the precept be set at £15,680.25 which is a 

0% change for individual band D properties.  
 

Action: Clerk to confirm this to WaF 
 

14/25 Correspondence received. 
 

i. Invitation to engagement meeting with WaF Re Footway 
Lighting Policy  

 
Cllr J Davies updated all present that he had attended this meeting, there 
remains a lot of uncertainty but it looks like some offers maybe made 

around WaF taking lights back from Town/Parish Councils, or around 
working with Parish/Town Councils to improve current provision. It was 

noted there is a growing problem with ‘unadopted’ lights and the volume 
of these and how these might be impacted under any new policy. 

 
 

15/25 Date of next meeting  
 

Resolved by all present that the meeting date for Feb 2025 be set as 
(all at 18:30): 

 
13th February 2025- Apologies noted from Cllr P Clarke 

 
Action: Dates to be set for the future meetings at the February  

 
Meeting closed 20:01 
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