
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
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Minutes of theClifton Community Council Meeting held in the 

Abbott Lodge on Thursday 27th June 2024 at 18:30 
 
Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Phil Clarke, Claire Bland 
 
Others: Becx Carter,  
 
Apologies: Sharon Blaylock (Personal Commitments),  
  
With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
 
60/24 Apologies 

 
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted 
from those listed above. 
 

61/24 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 
The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 
Community Council Meeting held on 16th May 2024 (previously circulated) 
 

62/24 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 
None 
 

63/24 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 
 
None 
 

64/24 Public Participation 
 
None present 
 

65/24 Chair's Report 
 
Chair’s Report 
 

• Cllr J Davies has held a number of meetings over the last month 
regarding a variety of subjects e.g. Footway lighting/network rail etc 
which will be updated on elsewhere in the agenda. 

•   
66/24 Info Pod 

 
Cllr J Davies provide dan update, that the equipment is all ready (battery 
storage unit, the screen and the wifi), the shelving remains to be sorted. A 
meeting has been held with Atkinsons and they have proposed a box unit to go 
in the bottom of the phone box that has a lockable section for the batteries/etc 
and then a front facing bookshelf which would be the safest solution. Atkinsons 
are going to provide a quote for this and will be circulated to all once received.  
 
Cumbria Community Foundation are looking to do a case study on this project 
once it is completed 
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Resolved by all that the above update be noted as received.  
 

67/24 Pocket Park 
 

i. To consider applying for a Community Orchard Grant from WaF and 
look at fencing and wall options along valley road 

 
Resolved by all present that delegated authority be provided to Cllr J Davies & 
the Clerk to apply for a grant for to cover the purchase costs (and associated 
costs including the creation of a barrier between the Pocket Park and the road 
which could have integrated planters etc) for a number of fruit trees to be sited 
on Pocket Park. 
 
Action: Clerk/Chair to take this forward 
Action: Clerk to ask Gareth to take some photos (or meet a councillor on 
site) to identify which low hanging branches need to be removed for 
easy cutting.  
 

68/24 Clifton Community CIC 
 
Cllr J Davies briefed councillors that there are many grants available for 
community projects, but they aren’t open to Parish/Community Councils, but 
community groups such as CIC’s and CIO’s can access them.  A proposal was 
made to set up a Community Interest Company or a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation to allow us to apply for grant funding and could be used as a 
delivery mechanism for the community hub/other community funds.  
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council seek initial advice on 
the formation of a CIC/CIO and report back at a future meeting.  
 
Action: Clerk/Chair to take this forward.  
  

69/24 Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Councillors were informed that the funding has now reopened for the 
preparation and writing of Neighbourhood Plans. 
 
Resolved by all present that delegated authority be passed to the Clerk & Cllr J 
Davies to apply for this funding to move this project forward.  
 
Action: Clerk/Chair to take this forward.  
 

70/24 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the Parish 
 

Ø The school warning signs (flashing lights) are going to be replaced before 
the start of the September 2024 term.  
 

ii. To receive an Auto speed watch update 
 
An update was received from Cumbria Police confirming that from w/c 1st July 
2024 Cumbria Police will start sending letters out to any vehicles on Auto 
speedwatch that are recorded doing more than 40mph. Offenders will be sent up 
to three letters and this will then be followed up with a home visit from officers. 
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Thanks were noted by all to Cllr J Davies for all his work in continuing to pursue 
this with Cumbria Police.  
 
The Clerk noted that the burden of checking the registration plates is becoming 
relatively high (over an hour a week). 
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to add Clare and Phil on to the system so they can 
do registration verification.  
 
Autospeedwatch have offered to do a full refurbishment and upgrade on both 
units free of charge.  
 

iii. Network Rail/M6 Bridge replacement  
 
The proposal is the full removal and replacement of the bridge over the M6. A 
prior notification of works development order was put in to WaF and was 
approved within 3 days. 
 
There is going to be circa 5months of work and a large compound will need to 
built for the works. There will be new slip roads put into the compound off the 
motorway.  
 
WaF have approved the prior notification of works with the statement that ‘there 
are no households in the vicinity’ and as such haven’t put in any working time 
restrictions, this was noted with significant concern. 
 
There will also be multiple over night road closures of the M6 during the 
preparation period and then there will be two full weekend closures whilst the 
bridge is put in and taken out. Clifton will therefore also have the traffic impacts 
of this, as well as the works disruption. 
 
Cllr J Davies has spoken to Network Rail, National Highways, WaF Highways, and 
the Place directorate for WaF to form a community liaison groups to ensure as 
much as possible is mitigated for the community. Including potentially opening 
discussions relating funding into community projects as a gesture toward 
mitigation.  
 
There are also concerns about the integration of this proposal with other large 
projects e.g. the A66 dualling project.  
 
It was noted that the A6 will need to be kept clear of parked vehicles for the 
duration of these closures. Therefore, a conversation needs to be held with WaF 
about WaF reconsidering the request for devolution of the play area (fully) to 
Clifton Community Council, to allow the proposal for the play area with 
surrounding parking, to be moved forward before the Network Rail project starts 
to allow somewhere else for vehicles to park when they need to be off the A6. 
 
Resolved by all present that this community liaison group be formed and that 
Clifton Community Council push for as much community benefit as possible to 
mitigate the impacts of the works. Updates to be provided at all future meetings.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies & the Clerk to take this forward.  
 
There also needs to be an agreement from National Highways/National Rail that 
after the project is completed that the full A6 be resurfaced.  
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71/24 Clifton Cumbria in Bloom 

 
i. Cumbria in Bloom 2024 

 
The planting has now been completed and the railing planters are now installed. 
GCA Services Ltd will cut and remove the cut grass from the Pocket Park w/c 1st 
July 2024. 
 
The local community are being encouraged to ‘give a day’ to the village on the 
weekend of the 5th/6th July 2024. 
 
WaF have promised to sweep through the parish and cut the hedge on the 
playarea before this date… 
 
It was noted that WaF are no longer using weedkillers in the Parish at the 
request of the Community Council due to the risks of the chemicals. Weeds will 
now be removed by WaF in Clifton by hand.  
 
Action: Formal request to be submitted to WaF for the replacement of 
the planters that were installed on the A6 as traffic 
management/mitigation measures before Summer 2025.  
 
Judging for Clifton for Cumbria in Bloom will take place w/c 7th July 2024.  
 

72/24 Planning 
 

i. Planning applications received for consultation. 
 
Ref: 23/0407/APP 
Location: George and Dragon, Clifton 
Proposal: Retrospective application for replacement kitchen extractors, air 
supply units and flues 
 
It was noted that an appeal has been filed to the planning inspectorate on the 
decision of WaF to refuse to grant planning permission. 
 
A formal complaint has been filed to WaF as there are no documents as of 8am 
on the 27th Jun 2024 on the WaF Planning Portal, which is disenfranchising 
members of the public from making comment on this appeal. The Planning 
Inspectorate have also been notified of this. 
 
Resolved by the majority of those present (1 abstention) that Clifton 
Community Council reiterate their original objections to the planning 
inspectorate.  
 
Action: Clerk & Chair to pursue this 
 
It was noted that the appeal documents now appear to include alterations to 
include odour scrubbing, which should be submitted as a new planning 
application as it is an alteration to the one refused.  
 

ii. Planning decisions 
 
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received: 
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Reference Location Proposal Decision 
2024/0477/FPA George & Dragon 

Clifton 
Proposed 
repositioning of 
door and erection 
of porch 

Approved with 
conditions 

 

73/24 Financial Matters      
 

i. To authorise the below payments. 
 

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for 
payment: 
 
Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 
28.6.24 Becx Carter June Salary (Via So) £332.19 Ratify 

28.6.24 HMRC June PAYE (Via SO) £83.00 Ratify 
27.6.24 Gareth Davidson Pocket Park cutting 

fees 
£160.00 Approve 

 
27.6.24 CALC  Subscription Fees £241.86 Approve 

 
27.6.24 Rural Village 

Services Group 
membership 

Annual membership £60.00 Approve 

27.6.24 Jonathan Davies Cumbria in Bloom 
Plants 

£200 Ratify 

27.6.24 Alfred Greene  Info Pod 
Infrastructure costs 

£4700 Ratify 

Action: Clerk to ask Gareth for a quote for cutting the playarea grass & 
the hedge for information. 
 

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against 
budget report 

 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record by 
the Chair 
 

74/24 Correspondence received. 
 

i. To consider nomination of a Clifton CC Councillor to the CALC Eden 
area board 

 
Resolved by all present that Cllr J Davies be nominated for one of these 
positions 
 
Action: Clerk to complete these forms and submit on behalf of Clifton 
Community Council   
 

75/24 Date of next meeting  
 
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 2024 be set as (all at 
18:30): 
1st August 2024 
19th September 2024 
14th November 2024 
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9th January 2025  
 
The meeting was closed at 19:40 
 

 


