
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the Abbott Lodge on 

Thursday 20th March 2025 at 17:30 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, Phil Clark 
 

Attendance: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO). 
 

With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
 

29/25 Apologies 
 

Resolved by all present that apologies be noted as received from Cllr S 
Blaylock (Work Commitments)  

 

30/25 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  

 
The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 

Community Council Meeting held on 13th February 2025 (previously 
circulated) 
 

31/25 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 

None 
 

32/25 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 

 
None 

 

33/25 Public Participation 

 
None  

 

34/25 Resolutions Update/Actions Log.  

 
The resolutions sheet is hosted online for councillors to review and was 

noted as received.  
 

35/25 Network Rail M6/Clifton Bridge Replacement 

 
The Chair provided an update on the two formal stakeholder engagement 

meetings held so far (these are taking place monthly). There will be a 
public meeting at Clifton Primary School on the 31st March 2025 (18:00-

20:30), which all members of the community will be receiving an invite 
to via a newsletter from Network Rail. 

 
It was confirmed that during the M6 closures on two weekends in 

January 2026 the A6 will carry the northbound traffic, the south bound 
traffic will be via the A66 and either back via Kirkby Stephen for cars, or 

for HGV’s and larger via M1 and M62. Eamont Bridge will be one way 
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(northbound) and Kemplay Bank Roundabout will be rejigged to prevent 
it being a roundabout for those weekends. It was noted that the West 

Coast Mainline will be completely shut for circa 16 days at the same time, 
with all train freight needing to be moved in another manner.  

 
The works are being tied in with the works needed on the Lowther M6 

bridge, which results in speed reductions on the M6 for approximately a 
4.5 mile stretch for a two year period commencing from March 2025. 

These will be enforced for safety via average speed cameras. 
 

It was noted that Network Rail has confirmed there is no contingency for 
what happens if there is bad weather during the scheduled closures in 

January 2026. 
 

Action: Clerk to share the relevant powerpoints from Network 
Rail & National Highways with all councillors again. 

 
Serious concerns were raised about the implications on the M6 closures 

and significantly increased traffic flow through the villages on the A6 
during these periods. Particularly in terms of the likely removal of on 
street parking along the entire stretch and also the removal of traffic 

calming and the impacts on this. 
 

Action: All information regarding the Network Rail M6 Rail Bridge 
Replacement project to be shared on Clifton Community Council 

website for easy access by residents.  
 

It was noted with concern that despite direct questions no mention has 
been made of community benefit potential for Clifton.  

 

36/25 Cumbria in Bloom 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council enter the Pocket 

Park in a relevant category. Clifton Community Council feel unable to 
enter the wider village this year due to the uncertainties around the rest 

of the Parish because of the Network Rail M6 Bridge Replacement project 
and associated highways changes linked to this.  

 
Action: Clerk to submit the application form 
 

37/25 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the 

Parish.  
 

• Pressure is continuing to be put on WaF to repair the drains on the A6 
prior to the M6 closures taking place. It was noted that if there were 

to be any infrastructure failure on the A6 during the M6 closures there 
is no alternative diversion route. 

• Cllr J Davies has raised concerns with WaF via a S.52 notice about the 
substandard work on the recent resurfacing on the A6.  

• It was noted that the works for Clifton Dykes are pending in the new 
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financial year. 
 

Action: Clerk to obtain a basic SID quotation for consideration at the 
May 2025 meeting. 
 

ii. Autospeed watch update 
 

It was noted that Cumbria Police have recently held a meeting with 
Greystoke Parish Council at which Cumbria Police confirmed they would 

never accept Autospeed watch data.  
 

The Clerk & Cllr J Davies are working on challenging this, and a meeting 
with the manufacture has now been organised by Cumbria Police.  

 
Clifton Community Council noted with disappointed once again the 

attitude of Cumbria Police Road Traffic Units to 
Autospeedwatch/Community Speeding solutions.  

 
It was noted that in the last few weeks there has been a real uptick in 

people speeding on the Autospeedwatch in the Parish with circa 200 
vehicles a week being captured again, with at least 10% of these being 

HGVS. 
 

iii. To receive an update on the Clifton 20mph Speed Limit update 
 

It is noted that there is a meeting about this w/c 23rd March 2025 and 
there is likely to be a further public consultation on this in due course.  
 

iv. To Highways & Footways Lighting-WaF Policy Update 

 
There was a briefing event back in January/Feb time when WaF offered 
some options that seemed to be acceptable to Parish Councils. The policy 

that has now been approved by cabinet doesn’t reflect the policy that 
was shared with Parish Councils at the briefing event. It offers two 

optiosn either hand the lights back, or if Parish Councils choose to keep 
developed lights they will be on their own (WaF will not be responsible 

for electricity or maintenance).  The policy approved also reflects a desire 
by WaF to either dim lights after midnight or to reduce the hours of 

operation.  
 

Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred until the May 2025 
Clifton CC meeting for decision.  

 
Action: Clerk to obtain quotations for unmetered electric supply 

and maintenance agreements to be considered at the May 2025 
meeting.   

 
It was noted that the Solar lights appear to be performing relatively well.  

 
A chase up has been made to WaF for the Crooklands light (which had 

never been connected) to ask them to connect this before any further 
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actions are taken.  
 

v. Community Maintenance/Lengthsman/Caretaker 
 

WaF had promised a policy on this in early 2025 but thus far this hasn’t 
materalised, but there is quite a bit of work needing undertaken in the 

community (e.g. signs needing cleaning) that can’t easily be done 
without such an agreement in place.  

 
It was noted with disappointment once again the fact that WaF have not 

delivered on this policy.  
 

Resolved by all present that a budget of up to £300 be set for the 
purchase of cleaning equipment for any members of the community that 

might wish to undertake cleaning works voluntarily to borrow, this would 
NOT be a Clifton Community Council activity.  

 
Action: Some equipment to be purchased to help with odd job 

maintenance e.g. for cleaning of bus shelters. 
 

38/25 Planning 

 
i. Planning applications received for consultation. 

 
Ref: 2025/0067/LBC 

Location: 1 Town End Farm Cottages, Clifton 
Proposal: Listed Building Consent for the replacement of timber and 

glazed front door and frame, replacement of rear French doors with a  
single door, and replacement of 2 no single glazed timber windows with 

double glazed windows on rear elevation 
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support these 
proposals for the sympathetic upgrades to this listed building.  

 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments 

 
Ref: 2025/0047/FPA 

Location: Land East of Bridge End Farm Clifton 
Proposal: Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of an 
extension to existing agricultural shed 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council have no 

objections to this proposal  
 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments 
 

ii. Planning decisions 
 

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received: 
 

Ref Location Proposal Decision 
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2024/1755/FPA Clifton CP 
School, Clifton 

Erection of a 
summer house 

Approved with 
conditions 

2024/2391/SCR
EEN 

Railway Bridge 
over M6 

Motorway 

Screening 
opinion for the 

reconstruction 
of railway 

bridge etc 

Permitted 
development 

2024/2416/PAC

O 

Tarn Hill Barn, 

Clifton Dykes 

Prior 

notification 
under Sch 2, 

part 3, Class Q 
for change of 

use of an 
agricultural 

building to a 
dwelling house 

Prior approval 

change of use- 
REFUSED 

2024/2417/PAC
O 

Tarn Hill Shed, 
Clifton Dykes 

Prior 
notification 

under Sch 2, 
part 3, Class Q 
for change of 

use of an 
agricultural 

building to a 
dwelling house 

Prior approval 
change of use- 

REFUSED 

2025/0046/FPA Land East of 
Bridge End 

Farm, Clifton 

Erection of an 
extension to an 

existing 
agricultural 

shed 

Approved with 
conditions 

 

 

39/25 Financial Matters      

 
i. To authorise the below payments. 

 
Resolved by all present that the below payments were 

authorised/ratified for payment: 
 

PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

Becx Carter Expenses £205.42 Approve 

Becx Carter March Salary 

(Via So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

HMRC March PAYE 

(Via SO) 

£86.60 Ratify 

Abbott Lodge  Room Hire 

(March) 

£20.00  Approve 

 

Action: Clerk to pay these accounts 
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ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend 
against budget report 

 
Resolved by all present that these be approved.  

 

40/25 Correspondence received. 

 
i. Electoral Review of Westmorland & Furness Second 

Consultation 
 

It was noted that this is now open for response 
 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/westmorland-and-furness  
  

41/25 Date of next meeting  
 

It was noted that future meetings are scheduled for: 
 

All at Abbott Lodge at 18:30 unless stated below  
 
1st May 2025 

19th June 2025 
17th July 2025 

18th September 2025 
27th November 2025 

15th January 2026 
 

Meeting closed 18:22 
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