
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Annual Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the Abbott Lodge 

on Thursday 1st May 2025 at 18:35 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, Phil Clark 
 

Attendance: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO). 
 

With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
 

Prior to the meeting commencing a minutes silence was held in memory of the former chair 
of Clifton Parish Council Mr Brian Benson in recognition of his service to the council and the 

community.  
 

48/25 To elect a Chairperson for Clifton Community Council for the 
forthcoming year 

 
Resolved by all present that Cllr J Davies be elected to the role of Chair 

person for the forthcoming year. 
 
Cllr J Davies signed the chairs declaration of acceptance of office, and 

this was witnessed by the Clerk. 
 

49/25 To elect a Vice-Chairperson for Clifton Community Council for the 
forthcoming year 

 
Resolved by all present that Phil Clark continue in this role for the 

forthcoming year.  
 

Action: Clerk to update the website.  
 

50/25 Apologies 
 

Resolved by all present that apologies be noted as received from Cllr S 
Blaylock (Work Commitments)  

 

51/25 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  

 
The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record (subject to one 
minor alteration to the 25th April 2025) the minutes of the Community 

Council Meeting held on 20th March 2025 and 25th April 2025 (previously 
circulated). 

 

52/25 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 

 
None 

 

53/25 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act 1960) 
 

None 
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54/25 Public Participation 
 

A concern was raised via a councillor from Clifton Primary School that the 
Playarea has not had its grass cut recently and the School Sports day is 

coming up.  
 

Action: Clifton Community Council to request that WaF cut the 
grass prior to the Clifton School Sports day. 

 

55/25 Resolutions Update/Actions Log.  

 
The resolutions sheet is hosted online for councillors to review and was 

noted as received.  
 

Action: Clerk to update.  
 

56/25 Network Rail M6/Clifton Bridge Replacement 
 

The Chair provided an update on this project. The Clerk & Chair have 
attended several stakeholder engagement meetings.  
 

Feedback was provided on the one community engagement meeting 
held, with reflections including the potential impacts of weather delays or 

accidents during the M6 closures with no apparent contingency plan.  
 

It was noted that National Highways are not confirming their traffic 
modelling for the project/diversions until July time in terms of alternative 

parking provision for vehicles that currently park on the A6, and what 
works need done to the A6 in advance and following the project, but also 

in terms of traffic flow modelling etc.  
 

Clifton Community Council are continuing to push for National Rail & 
National Highways to improve local communication on this project as 

some properties closest to the railway bridge are not receiving any direct 
communications. National Rail are going to work with the local 

community to prepare a time capsule to be placed under/within the new 
bridge. 

 
The Environmental Health Team and WaF are aware of the noise and 
light issues with the project that have occurred in the past two/three 

weeks, mitigation solutions are being worked on.   
 

Concerns have been raised about the safety of the Hackthorpe Bridge 
and if it is structurally sound enough to carry the weight of M6 vehicles 

during the closures. This has been raised with National Rail & National 
Highways to ensure it is surveyed etc prior to the M6 closures coming in.  

 
National Rail/National Highways are working to put in a respite centre for 

residents during the works.  
 

A conversation was held with Network Rail about a web cam/live stream 
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showing the bridge replacement works as people are wanting to follow 
the project. National Rail has said that they are not willing to pay for this 

due to possible liability issues. 
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council approach Rail 
Cam or similar organisations to see if they would be willing to install 

cameras on for example street lights to live stream the project for those 
that are interested in watching the project.  

 
Action: Clerk & Chair to take this forward.   

 

57/25 Highways & Parish Maintenance 

 
i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the 

Parish.  
 

• It was noted that despite assurances by WaF in 2024 there is still 
no draft Parish Maintenance/Lengthsman agreement available, so 

Parish/Community Councils are not able to take on extra roles to 
keep their local community tidy etc. 

• A response has been received from WaF to the S.52 notice 

regarding the condition of footpaths/pavements. A full survey has 
been done by WaF and a programme of works of been prepared to 

resolve the issues.  
 

Resolved by all present that due to the lack of action by WaF on a Parish 
Maintenance/Lengthsman Agreement that using the General Power of 

Competence a specification be prepared for a parish handyman to look at 
undertaking jobs such as cleaning down the bus shelter, maintaining the 

noticeboards etc. 
 

Action: Clerk/Chair to prepare this specification and bring to the 
June 2025 meeting for consideration 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the June 2025 meeting.  
 

ii. To receive an update on the Clifton 20mph Speed Limit update 
 

A positive meeting was held with WaF in late March where their initial 
proposals were discussed. Cllr J Davies & the Clerk on behalf of the 

community made a number of suggestions to alter/expand the 20mph 
limits and these are currently being considered by WaF, but the initial 

feedback has been favourable to the majority of suggestions. 
 

The next step is an informal community consultation that will start 
around Mid June, depending on the outcome of this formal consultations 
will follow.  

 
Clifton Community Council and community support will be required to 

encourage all to respond to the information consultation, without public 
support the project won’t progress any further.  
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iii. Highways & Footways Lighting 
 

The Clerk informed all present that WaF have formally asked Clifton 
Community Council on the following options relating to Footway Lighting: 

 
1. To transfer all Parish or Town Council owned footway lighting onto 

WaF. 
2. Clifton Community Council to keep ownership of existing footway 

lighting and continue to act as their own Lighting Authority 
(without the option to have a maintenance agreement with WaF). 

 
The Clerk confirmed that she has been working to try and get a quote for 

an unmetered electric supply for the lighting, or a maintenance contract 
for the lights. However, ENW have been unable to help at this stage 

(referring us back to WaF), and the one other Parish Council in Cumbria 
who is currently acting as a lighting authority are not satisfied with their 

current service and are seeking an alternative but thus far have not 
located one.  

 
Resolved by all present that this decision be deferred until the June 
meeting to allow for more definitive costings to be identified and to look 

at possible collaborative working with other Parish Councils on 
maintenance/electrical supplies.  

 
Action: Clerk to ask CALC to contact other Eden Parishes to seek 

information on who is retaining. 
 

Action: Clerk to look at further options for pricing on maintenance 
and electrical supply.  

 
iv. Clifton Parking Issues 

 
These are ongoing, there are a number of abandoned vehicle reports in 

with WaF and two reports in of vehicles parked on the street that are 
SORNed.   

 
WaF are looking at doing a parking review across the whole district, and 

then solutions could be considered e.g. resident parking permits. 
However timescales for this review are not known.  
 

Clifton Community Council are continuing to lobby National Rail, National 
Highways & WaF around the need for provision of off street parking 

during the railworks and if this can be permanently retained after the M6 
Railway Bridge Replacement Project for benefit of the local community.  

 
v. 106 Bus Update 

 
The new Stagecoach service that is funded for 12months is running 

Monday-Saturday and another service is running Saturdays, Sundays and 
Bank Holidays round via Pooley bridge etc. An impact is being seen on 

the S.106 bus.  
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58/25 Planning 

 
i. Planning applications received for consultation. 

 
Ref: 2025/0761/S106 

Location: Land to East of Townhead Croft, Clifton 
Proposal: Modification of S.106 agreement to widen the area of local 

occupancy restriction attached to approval 14/0656 
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council are supportive 
of this proposal. 

 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments 

 
It was noted that 21/0953 was open for a partial consultation with 

Ecology & Natural England. This decision has been called in so that it will 
go to full committee is not decided upon by delegated authority.  

 
It was noted that an Community Asset Registration request has been 
submitted.  

 
ii. Planning decisions 

 
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received: 

 

Ref Location Proposal Decision 

2025/0047/
FPA 

Land East of Bridge 
End Farm 

Demolition of 
existing 

agricultural 
building and 

erection of an 
extension to 

existing 
agricultural 

shed 

Approved with 
conditions 

2025/0151/

HOU 

1 Railway Cottages, 

Clifton 

Proposed 

alterations and 
extension 

Approved with 

conditions 

2025/0187/

HOU 

2 Railway Cottage, 

Clifton 

Proposed 

alterations and 
extension 

Approved with 

conditions 

2025/0067/
LBC 

1 Town End Farm 
Cottages, Clifton 

Listed building 
consent for the 

replacement of 
timber & glazed 

doors etc 

Listed building 
consent granted 

 

59/25 Clifton VE Day Celebrations 

 
Cllr J Davies noted that this celebration is is going ahead on the 8th May 
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2025 with a fish and chip lunch being provided to Clifton Primary School 
children and other local residents. The event is progressing despite the 

barriers placed by WaF.  
 

Resolved by all present that a S.137 donation of up to £400 be made to 
Clifton Primary School to allow the school to organize a craft event to 

create a frieze/tapestry to commemorate VE day.   
 

It was noted that the Clifton Community Council lamp of peace will be lit 
at 9:30 on the evening of VE Day in line with the time for lighting of 

beacons nationally.  
 

60/25 Policies 
 

Resolved by all present that the below policies be readopted with no 
changes. 

 
- Standing orders 

- Training Policy 
- Autospeedwatch Policy 
- Sabbatical Leave Policy 

- Record Management Policy 
- Recording of meetings policy 

- Health & Safety Policy 
- Grant Policy 

- Freedom of Information 
- Equality & diversity policy 

- Disciplinary & Grievance procedure 
- Data protection policy 

- Complaints procedure 
- Financial Regulations 

- Communications policy 
- Appraisal policy 

- Risk Management policy 
- Co-option procedure 

- Code of Conduct for Members 
- Serious Infectious Disease policy 

- Scheme of delegation 
- Planning Policy 
- Publication Scheme 

- Website Accessibility statement 
 

 
Action: Clerk to update the website 

 

61/25 Financial Matters      

 
i. To authorise the below payments. 

 
Resolved by all present that the below payments were 

authorised/ratified for payment: 
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PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

Becx Carter April Salary (Via 

So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

HMRC April PAYE (Via 
SO) 

£86.60 Ratify 

Abbott Lodge  Room Hire (April) £20.00  Approve 

CALC Subscription £251.85 Approve 

Cumbria Payroll 
Services 

Payroll Services £277.20  Approve 

Autospeedwatch  Renewal £429.60 Approve 

Rachael Kelly Internal Audit £75.00 Approve 

GCA Grass Cutting £160.00 Approve 

 
Action: Clerk to pay these accounts 

 
ii. To approve the Insurance quotation for the forthcoming year-  

 
Resolved by all present that the insurance quotation from Clear Councils 

be accepted for the forthcoming year. 
 

Action: Clerk to pay the invoice.  
 

iii. To receive the internal auditors report 
 

Resolved by all present that the unqualified internal auditors report for 
Clifton Community Council be noted as received.  

 
iv. Approval of Annual Governance Statements for 24/25 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council approves the 

Annual Governance Statements as per the below, and that the Chair & 
Clerk sign the AGAR accordingly.  
 

Statement Response 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective 

financial management during the year, and for the 
preparation of the accounting statements 

Yes 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal 
control including measures designed to prevent 

and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its 
effectiveness 

Yes 
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3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
that there are no matters of actual or potential 

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial 

effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its 
business or manage its finances 

Yes 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year 
for the exercise of electors rights in accordance 

with the requirements of the Accounts and Audits 
Regulations 

Yes 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing 
this authority and took appropriate steps to 

manage those risks, including the introduction of 
internal controls and/or external insurance cover 

where required 

Yes 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate 

and effective system of internal audit of the 
accounting records and control systems 

Yes 

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised 

in reports from internal and external audit 

Yes 

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 

commitments, events or transactions, occurring 
either during or after the year-end, have a 

financial impact on this authority and where 
appropriate, have included them in the accounting 

statements 

Yes 

9. (For Local Councils Only). Trust funds including 

charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 

responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including 
financial reporting and, if required, independent 
examination or audit 

N/A 

 
v. Approval of Y/E Accounts for 31st March 2025, statement of 

variations & signing of the Annual Governance & Accountability 
Return 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council approves the 

Accounting Statements (Section 2) for the financial year 24/25, having 
been certified by the Responsible Financial Officer (Becx Carter) prior to 

the meeting and that they be signed by the Chair as such.  
 

vi. Approval of certificate of exemption 24/25 
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council certify itself as 
an exempt from limited assurance review under S.9 of the Local Audit 

(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, having met the qualifying criteria 
for the financial year with an income and expenditure of less than £25k 

in the financial year ending 31st March 2025.  The Certificate of 
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Exemption to be signed by the Chair & RFO and submitted to the 
External auditor by 30th June 2025. 

 
Action: Clerk to file the AGAR, update the website and place the 

notices.  
 

vii. To ratify the £500 S.137 donation to Men in Sheds  
 

Resolved by all present that the S.137 donation of £500 to the Men In 
Sheds organization be ratified.  

 

62/25 Correspondence received. 

 
i. Notice of Disposal of Asset Clifton (former) Village Hall 

 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council having been 

formally notified by WaF Council of the intended disposal of Clifton 
(former) Village Hall, an Asset of Community Value, confirms it has no 

objections to the proposed disposal and does not wish to register as a 
potential bidder within the moratorium period. 
 

Action: Clerk to confirm this to WaF. 
  

63/25 Date of next meeting  
 

It was noted that future meetings are scheduled for: 
 

All at Abbott Lodge at 18:30 unless stated below  
 

19th June 2025 
17th July 2025 

18th September 2025 
27th November 2025 

15th January 2026 
 

Meeting closed 19:35 
 

 
Resolved by all present that a S.137 donation be made to a cancer charity in 
memory of Brian and that a tree be purchased in his memory.  
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