
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the 

Abbott Lodge on Thursday 14th November 2024 at 18:30 
 

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Phil Clarke, Claire Bland,  

 

Apologies: Becx Carter (Clerk) 
 

Absent: Sharon Blaylock 

  
With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
 

100/24 Apologies 

 

Resolved by all present that no apologies had been received.  
 

101/24 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 

The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 

Community Council Meeting held on 19th September 2024 (previously circulated) 
 

102/24 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 

 
None 

 

103/24 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

 

None 
 

104/24 Public Participation 
 

Westmorland & Furness 

 
• None Present 

•  

105/24 Chair's Report 

 

Chair’s Report 
 

• Cllr Davies has met with WaF regarding the lengthsman agreements and 
options, and a further meeting is scheduled for w/c 18th November 2024 

and hopefully an agreement maybe in place by the New Year 2025. 

• Cllr J Davies liaised with WaF regarding the Pudsey Cycle ride through the 
village on the 13th November 2024 to prevent highways works disrupting 

this charity event. Thanks were noted to WaF for their support with this. 

• A formal question has been raised with WaF about which areas within the 
borough WaF have funded planting for? At the moment no clarity has 

been received from WaF on where planting has been done in Clifton. 
• Thanks were noted to WaF Cllr N Hughes for his support to the wider area 

and local transport over his time in office. 

•  

106/24 Resolutions Update 
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The resolutions table circulated with the meeting papers was noted as received 
and many have been completed, the ongoing matters are: 

 
• Community Hub- Ongoing 

• Lengthsman agreement- Ongoing 

• Support to the school for extra facilities/space- Ongoing and WaF are 
looking at this as well 

• Street lighting survey- Action: Cllr J Davies to check if the responses 
have been collated and considered at full council 

• Newsletter- Has been done a future one is required in the New Year once 

the precept has been set. Action: Newsletter to be prepared in the 
New year and circulated to all 

• Website- It was noted that the website has undertaken a Carbon Audit 

and Clifton Community Council website came out as an ‘A’ which shows 
we have a very low carbon footprint per unique viewer. Action: Clerk to 

share the report with all 
• CIC- On the agenda 

• Neighbourhood Plan- On the agenda 

• Network Rail Liaison Group- Ongoing with a further meeting scheduled in 
December and public engagement starting in January 2025. 

• Info Pod- On the agenda 
• Support for nomination of the Network Railway Compound to be put 

forward as a local housing site in the new local plan- David Bliss has 

submitted this nomination, it is an ongoing action as the Local Plan 
process is not yet concluded. 

• Defib- 50% grant has been accepted and the defib is now with Cllr J 

Davies. Liaison is taking place with WaF on siting this new defib on a WaF 
lamppost in the village. 

 

Cllr J Davies confirmed that this report will be hosted on line for councillors to 
view. 
 

107/24 Info Pod 

 
Cllr J Davies confirmed that he had sought advice from Westmorland & Furness 

Council who had confirmed that planning permission was unlikely to be required 
and the screen can be installed under Permitted Development Rights. 

 

Cllr J Davies is working on the construction of an appropriate shelving unit as no 
contractors have replied to the request to quote. It is hoped that this will be 

completed by the end of the festive period.  

 
It was noted that the info pod could be used to share information in the event of 

a weather related/power related events, and will include provision for mobile 
phone charging, and a fridge that can be used as an emergency for keeping e.g. 

medication chilled. Clifton Community Council noted that they take no 

responsibility for any medications stored in this fridge, it is up to individuals to 
take responsibility for this. 

 
Stage 2 of the project will be to install a solar panel on the roof of the unit, 

which will power a star link unit to allow a small scale wifi network in the event 

of a wifi outage.  
 

Cllr J Davies noted that he would be doing further research into other off grid 
power solutions e.g. Large Scale Battery Storage for the local community and 

would table these for consideration at an appropriate point. 
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108/24 Clifton Christmas Decorations 

 
In January 2025 the budget for the 25/26 year will be set, consideration was 

given as to if a budget line should be considered for Christmas Decorations. 

 
It was noted that a kind donation of a Christmas Tree has been made from A W 

Jenkinson that could be taken up in 25/26 as a stage one Christmas project, 
which could be built on over the future years.  

 

A concern was raised about storage of lights etc if Christmas Lights for a 
Christmas Tree were purchased.  

 

All present agreed that this would need to be a community project, e.g. the 
school making decorations for the tree.  

 
It was suggested that an approach me made to WaF to take on the responsibility 

for the footway light on Valley Road (which could be linked to a power supply for 

a Christmas Tree on the Pocket Park in the future).  
 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council include a small budget 
line for Christmas Tree Lighting/power supply for Christmas 2025 in the 

2025/2026 budget. 

 
Action: Clerk & Chair to work on getting some quotes to support this 

budget line for consideration at the January 2025 meeting.  

 

109/24 Clifton Community CIC 

 
The Clerk confirmed that advice and guidance on this matter are currently being 

sought from NALC. 

 
Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred until the 9th January 2025 

meeting, with a requirement for a final decision to be made by January 2025.  
 

Cllr J Davies noted that one of the main reasons to consider CIC was around 

lengths man activities, and if following the scheduled meetings with WaF this 
progresses in its own right the CIC may not be required.  

 

Action: Clerk to agenda this  
 

110/24 Neighbourhood Plan 
 

i. To receive an update/make any necessary resolutions from this 

 
It was noted that despite a tender for a consultant to deliver these works being 

advertised on the Clifton Community Council Website (and being sent to 7-8 
potential organisations that could do the work). Two organisations did respond 

but stated they couldn’t quote due to conflicts of interest.  

 
No quotes for the work have been received (meaning that the grant can’t be 

applied for at this time as quotes are required to support the grant application).  
 

Cllr J Davies has spoken with Locality (the funder) and they have confirmed that 

the funding could be used for facilitation of meetings etc (out with a consultant). 
Clifton Community Council could take this forward without consultant support.  

mailto:cliftonpc@outlook.com


CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
One of the key aspects of a Neighbourhood Plan is around design codes which 

could detail where development should take place/what type of development 
etc.  

 

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council commence the public 
consultation/community engagement for a Neighbourhood Plan in January 2025, 

with a view to reissuing a tender in February/March to see if any consultants 
come forward.  

 

It was noted that this may have a need for wider admin support etc and 
consideration needs to be given to the costs of this. 

 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the January 2025 meeting.  
 

Cllr J Davies made representation to central govt on the requirement for the 
funding from Locality to be used in one financial year, and this is being looked at 

by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government.  

  

111/24 Outdoor Gym 

 
Cllr J Davies outlined that the Place Action Group for the ward has suggested 

that Clifton be looking at for a location for an outdoor gym. There is some 

funding available for this via WaF. There is also circa £20k in reserves from 
S.106 funding for the ‘play area’ that if the play area were devolved to Clifton 

Community Could be included as well.  

 
Resolved by all present that a proposal be made to WaF requesting (once 

again) that the play area be devolved to Clifton Community Council to allow the 
Council to look at fundraising for an outdoor gym on that site (with appropriate 

separation measures between the adult and children areas for safety).  

 
Action: Quotes to be sought for the Outdoor Gym and if necessary, an 

extra-ordinary meeting be called to consider this in December. 
 

Action: Cllr J Davies to approach WaF to request they consider the 

transfer of this asset to Clifton Community Council linking in with the 
PAG and the strategic aims of the various partners involved.  

 

112/24 Robot Grass Cutter 
 

Cllr J Davies suggested that consideration be given to the installation of one of 
these on Pocket Park. It was noted that there needs to be a recharging station 

for the device until this could be installed the device would need to be taken 

down each time by a Councillor, which could cause logistical challenges.  
 

Multiple quotes would be required before any decisions were taken.  
 

Resolved by all present that quotes be obtained for such a unit and tabled for 

January 2025.  
 

Action: Clerk to take this forward. 
 

113/24 CCTV 

 
Cllr J Davies outlined that the PFCC is keen to work with Parish & Town Councils 

mailto:cliftonpc@outlook.com


CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

across Cumbria to look to expand their CCTV network and the PFCC will part 
fund them.  

 
Resolved by all present that this not be taken forward at this stage.  

 

114/24 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the Parish 
 

➢ Monday the 20mph SID for the school was removed (due to damage). 

WAF attended on the 13th November 2024 and identified that a new pole 
was needed. However the new pole couldn’t be installed at the location of 

the old pole due to the presence of a fibre cable.  WaF are therefore 

looking to install new devices in new locations (that won’t flash 20mph 
but will warn of the school).  

➢ WaF have confirmed that in the new financial year they are hoping to 
implement a 20mph zone in the middle of Clifton around the school. 

Community Consultation will occur before this takes place.  

➢ The ‘sink hole’ on the A6 has been filled but it is already sinking again. It 
is being scheduled to be completely dug out in the New Year.  

➢ It was noted that Clifton Community Council commissioned a survey of 
the entire sewage system for Clifton back in circa 2017/2018. 

 

Action: Clerk to try and locate the outcome of this survey.  

➢ WaF are going to remove the old pole that we wanted to use for our Solar 
Powered lights and are going to install a new pole on the corner of 

Crooklands and mount our solar light (free of charge).  
 

Action: Cllr J Davies to speak to WaF about taking on the footway 
lighting pole that is now redundant in Fairview Gardens, with a view to 

potentially installing a Solar Head in this location.  
 

ii. Autospeed watch update 

 

The Police have been sending letters out and this has had a positive impact. The 
CRASH Group have decided they are going to review the AutoSpeedwatch 

systems and therefore at the moment the Police can no longer sent out letters 
from the Autospeed Watch.  

 

Firm representation has been made by Clifton Community Council (and others) 
that the CRASH group reconsider the position on Autospeedwatch.  

 
A question has been raised regarding the accuracy of the units. It was confirmed 

the units have been calibrated recently and the Police have recently done a drive 

through of the village and they were content that the Autospeed Watch devices 
were appropriately calibrated.  

 

Action: Clifton Community Council to continue to review the 
Autospeedwatch Data and upload it to the Community Council website 

for the community to view.  
 

Concerned were raised that Cumbria Police have historically not wanted to take 

action on Speeding in Clifton because the accident data wasn’t sufficient (even 
though a speeding issue is clearly identified). Cllr J Davies confirmed that he was 

continuing to lobby National Rail as to if a fixed speed camera could be included 
as part of a community benefits package associated with the M6 bridge 
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replacement project.  
 

Action: Clifton Community Council make representation to the CRASH 
team that whilst they are reviewing the system again that they just act 

on the repeat offenders/extreme speeds if personnel resources are an 

issue. 
 

It was noted that the lack of Tax & MOT is being acted on still as this is a 
criminal offence.  

 

iii. Update on speeding in Clifton Dykes 
 

The traffic data unit has been sited in Clifton Dykes and the results were 

shocking suggesting that a large number of vehicles are travelling at over 

40mph. 
 

WaF are going to be installing new signage to reinforce the speed limit.  
 

The Police have installed a SID in Clifton Dykes and the results of this have been 

requested from Cumbria Police.  
 

iv. To consider the purchase of large seat planters for Clifton Pocket Park 
 

Action: Clerk to agenda the presentation of quotes for this for a future 

meeting.  
 

115/24 Planning 

 
i. Planning applications received for consultation. 

 
None 

 

ii. Planning decisions 
 

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received: 
 

Reference Location Proposal Decision 

2024/1395/TPO 4 Cumberland 
Close 

TPO works Approved  

2024/1350/FPA Weatheriggs 

Pottery 

Variation of condition 2 (plans 

compliance) 

Approved 

with 
conditions 

2024/1282/FPA 24 Cumberland 
Close, Clifton 

Proposed two storey extension 
and single storey porch 

extension 

Approved 
with 

conditions 

2024/1527/FPA 30 
Cumberland Clse 

Clifton 

Erection of two storey side and 
rear extension  

 

116/24 Financial Matters      

 

i. To authorise the below payments. 
 

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for 
payment: 
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Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

28.9.24 Becx Carter Sept Salary (Via 

So) 

£332.19 Ratify 

28.9.24 HMRC Sept PAYE (Via 

SO) 

£83.00 Ratify 

28.10.24 Becx Carter Oct Salary (Via 
So) 

£346.74 Ratify 

28.10.24 HMRC Oct PAYE (Via 
SO) 

£86.60 Ratify 

5.11.24 Gareth Davidson Grass Cutting £160.00 Approve 

5.11.24 HMRC Back payment for 
salary increase 

£29.00 Ratify 

5.11.24 Becx Carter Back payment for 

salary increase 

£116.23 Ratify 

5.11.24 London Hearts Defib purchase 

(50%) 

£900 Ratify 

 

Action: Clerk to pay these accounts 

 
ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against 

budget report 
 

Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record by 

the Chair 
 

iii. To approve Clerks Statutory Salary Increase 

 
Resolved by all present that the Clerks Statutory Salary Increase as confirmed 

by NALC be adopted with immediate effect. 
 

iv. Room Hire 

 
Resolved by all present (excluding Claire who declared an interest) that a 

payment of £20 be made for room hire for each meeting.  
 

Action: Clerk to take this forward.  

 
v. 106 Bus Donation 

 

It was noted that the organisation has some reserves in place. The group 
currently contracts with Cumbria Classic Coaches to deliver the service, and they 

(Cumbria Classic Coaches) as the operator don’t want to apply for the 
discounted bus prices going forward due to the administration costs. As such the 

106 will be going back to commercial rates.  

 
There is also the tender open via WaF for additional bus services using the HS2 

money, the results of this tender process is not yet known but may have an 
impact on the 106 service.  

 

Clifton Community Council made representation on the potential impacts on the 
current 106 as part of the tender process but this doesn’t appear to have been 

taken into consideration.  
 

Resolved by all present that a donation be made of £500 to the 106 Bus 

Service in recognition of the valuable service this provides to the community.  
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Action: Clerk to take this forward and include a covering email 

confirming that we have tried to make representation on the impacts of 
the changes to WaF. 

 

117/24 Correspondence received. 
 

i. CALC Surveys  
 

Noted as received 

 
ii. National Highways offer to attend meeting 

 

It was noted that National Highways had offered to attend Clifton CC council to 
speak about the forthcoming M6 works.  

 
iii. Network Rail update to consider a future call/meeting 

 

iv. To consider if Clifton Community Council want to consider applying for 
an Eden Area Community Grant 

 

v. To receive notification from WaF that there is to be no recharge for 
footway lighting for 24/24 

 

This was noted as received 

 
It was noted that no Council Tax Base figure has been received from WaF yet 

which means a draft budget can’t be prepared, therefore this will be agenda’d 

for consideration at the Jan 2025 meeting.  
 

99/24 Date of next meeting  
 

Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 2024 be set as (all at 

18:30): 
 

9th January 2025  
 

The meeting was closed at 19:58 
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