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Minutes of Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the Abbott 

Lodge Conference Room on Wednesday 5th October 2022 at 18:30. 
 
Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies & Claire Bland 
 
Others: Becx Carter, Neil Hughes, 
  
Prior to the meeting opening a 1 minutes silence was observed in memory of Queen Elizabeth II.  
 
58/2022 Apologies 

 
Resolved by all present that the apologies and reasons for absence be noted as 
received from Sharon Blaylock- Work Commitments 
 

59/2022 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 
The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Community Council Meeting held on 7th July 2022 (previously circulated) 
 

60/2022 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 
None 
 

61/2022 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 
 
None  
 

62/2022 Public Participation 
 
None present 
 
It was noted that once again EDC, CCC, and Clifton School & PTA were not in 
attendance at the meeting and no update had been sent in writing in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
Mr N Hughes of the Westmorland & Furness Shadow Authority was in attendance 
at the meeting but noted that due to the restricted format of the evenings 
meeting that there was nothing urgent he wished to draw to the attention of 
Clifton Community Council.  

63/2022 Community Councillor Vacancy & Community Governance Review 
Update 
 
Community Governance Review  
 
The Clerk confirmed that the application had been submitted to EDC and EDC 
have at this stage rejected the application.  The Clerk & Cllr J Davies are 
challenging this decision and pursuing legal advice regarding this rejection via 
NALC. 
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council are very disappointed 
by the lack of support from EDC towards the third layer of local government who 
are trying to make changes to deliver the best for their local community. 
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Action: Clerk to continue to work on this alongside NALC & Cllr J Davies 
and to agenda the matter for an update at the November 2022 meeting. 
 

64/2022 Chair's Report 
 
The Chair's report was noted as received and a copy is appended to these 
minutes.   
 

65/2022 Village Hall Update. 
 

i. To receive an update from Cllr J Davies 
 

The Community Council have been presented with three quotes for asbestos 
removal by Lonsdale Estates: 
 
-Greenfield Removals- £6,000 (plus VAT) 
-Bls asbestos-£3,800 (plus VAT) 
-Mike Gresty-£5,450 (plus VAT) 
 
Resolved by all present that the quote from BLS Asbesto for £3,800 plus VAT 
be accepted and that the invoice for these works should be addressed to Clifton 
Community Council.    
 
Clifton Community Council understand this is the last piece of work that needs to  
be done before Clifton Community Council will be relieved of its obligations 
under the Lease for the Village Hall and once this work is completed the Village 
Hall willl formally revert to the Lonsdale Estates. 
 
Action: Clerk to convey this decision to Lonsdale Estates and request 
that the works be progressed ASAP with the invoice to be made out to 
Clifton Community Council. A date for completion to be agreed with 
Lonsdale Estate after which Clifton Community Council will have no 
further obligations for the Village Hall and the Lease will be formally 
terminated.   
 

ii. To consider progressing site arrangements & plans for a new Village 
Hall 

 
Resolved by all present that the Clerk & Chair continue to progress this with 
Lowther Estates and bring it to the Nov 22 meeting.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to take forward contacting the trustees of the 
Village Hall regarding the regularisation of the Village Hall Financial 
Situation. 
 

66/2022 Community Plan Development 
 
Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred to the November 2022 
meeting.  
 

67/2022 Adopted Phoneboxes- Consideration of usage options 
 
Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred to the November 2022 
meeting.  
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68/2022 Highways & Parish Maintenance Update 
 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the Parish 
 

It was note that the A6 road surface has been replaced again, and Cllr J Davies 
is working on a snagging list with CCC, and it has been confirmed that there will 
be some further works taking place in due course on pavements, etc. 
 

ii. To note the replacement of the damaged footway light 
 

It was noted that the street light that was damaged by the Pavement works 
contractors has been fully replaced by the contractors, but the works to 
reconnect the electrical supply are still outstanding. 
 

iii. Clifton Playarea 
 
It was noted by all present that Eden District Council have approved the 
Community Right to Bid registration for Clifton Playarea, which offers the area 
some limited protection against it being sold off. A Community Right to Bid 
endorsement allows the Community a set time to raise the funds if the asset 
were to be listed for sale, before it could be sold on the open market.  
 

69/2022 Westmorland & Furness Council Plan 
 
It was noted that the consultation has closed on this. Neil Hughes confirmed this 
was a high-level document and he noted to the meeting that many people have 
commented that it was lacking in some detail. 
 
Neil has asked for more detail to be included on transport in particular in any 
following plans.  
 

70/2022 Clerks Annual Appraisal Actions Review 
 
Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred to the November 2022 
meeting.  
 

71/2022 CALC Constitution Proposed Changes 
 
Cllr J Davies noted that CALC are considering changing to a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation but there is nothing enshrined in the new proposed 
constitution that requires the trustees of the new CIO to be Parish/Town 
Councillors, and this is concerning given that CALC is the organisation that 
represents Parish/Town Councillors yet doesn’t have a requirement for any 
representatives of Town and Parish Councils to part of its trustee list. 
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton CC requesting a proposed amendment to 
the revised constitution of CALC requesting that it is amended to reflect that all 
trustees must be Parish/Town Councillors to ensure that the organisation is 
representative of those it represents.  
 

72/2022 Planning 
 

i. Planning applications received for consultation 
 
Pre Consultation for proposed Base Station Installation Upgrade at Cornerstone, 
Clifton Moor, Clifton. 



CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Resolved by all present that this be circulated via email for comment. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments.  
 

ii. Planning decisions  
 
The below planning decisions were noted as received: 
 
Ref Location Proposal Decision 
21/0898 1 Town End Farm 

Cottages, Clifton 
Listed building 
consent for the 
replacement of 
cement mix 
pointing with lime 
mortar 

Approved with 
conditions 

21/0349 Land adjacent to 
west coast 
mainline 

Installation of 
auxiliary supply 
point within 
compound area 
and associated 
highway access 

Approved with 
conditions  

 

73/2022 Financial Matters      
 

i. To authorise the below payments. 
 

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for 
payment: 
 
Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 
4.10.22 Becx Carter Village Hall 

Works 1st 
April-1st Oct 
22 

£172.95 Approve 

4.10.22 Becx Carter CILCA 
contribution 

£103.00 Approve 

4.10.22 Gareth Davidson Grass Cutting 
Valley Road 

£240.00 Approve  

4.10.22 Becx Carter Expenses  £54.92 Approve 
 
Clerk to note thanks to G. Davidson for the high standard of grass cutting works 
at Valley Road.  
 

ii. To note the cashbook to date 
 

Resolved by all present that the Cashbook balance be noted as £20,996.27 on 
the 3rd September 2022 and the bank reconciliation was signed as a true and 
accurate record.  
  

iii. To ratify the opening of a Savings Account with Unity Trust to enable 
Clifton Community Council’s Savings Account to be transferred from 
HSBC 
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Resolved by all present that a Savings Account be opened with Unity Trust and 
the HSBC Savings Account be closed and the balance transfers to the new Unity 
Trust account as soon as possible. 
 
Action: Clerk to organise this.  
 

74/2022 Date of next meeting  
 
Resolved by all present that the next meeting be scheduled for early November 
at 18:30 in Abbott Lodge Conference Room. 
 
Action: Clerk and Chair to circulate a date for the meeting to all 
councillors.  
 
Action: Clerk to agenda lengthsman works for the November 2022 
meeting.  
 

 
The meeting was closed at 18:46 
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Clifton Community Council – Chairs Report by Cllr Jonathan Davies. 
 
Since out last meeting the country has faced the sad loss of Queen Elizabeth II and the accension of 
King Charles III. 
 
Clifton Community Council enacted the London Bridge protocols on the announcement of the Death of 
Queen Elizabeth II and conducted a number of local functions including the leading of moment of 
national reflection and the reading of the official proclamation. 
 
A copy of the proclamation along with the wording used for the national moment of reflection are 
attached and will be entered into the council archives. 
 
As chair I have continued to work with Cumbria Highways on the issues of the A6 and we now have 
the road resurfaced and in a much better condition at last. A new road marking layout was agreed as 
part of wider measures to address road safety that will evolve over the next few months as well as 
improvement work to road surfaces and new safety railings installed. 
 
Clifton has also taken ownership of two telephone boxes in the community and will be working to 
make these beneficial assets for the community in the coming months. 
 
As Chair of Clifton Community Council I attended the Eden Council Cabinet meeting held in Alston 
recently to put forward our case to have the play park in Clifton registered as a community asset in 
an attempt to protect the site as our attempts to have the site devolved to Clifton Community Council 
have not progressed due to Eden Council freezing all devolution ahead of the local government 
reorganization changes that will see all Eden council assets pass to the new Westmorland and Furness 
council.  
 
Eden council approved the community asset registration of Clifton Play area and this joins with the 
other assets we have moved to see protection of a community asset registration placed on. 
 
As Chair of Clifton Community Council, I have also attended the meeting of Eden Councils full council 
to place a question to the leader regarding the refusal to conduct a community governance review for 
Clifton Community Council as requested by this council.  
 
Eden Council have also refused requests from other parish councils in Eden despite other councils in 
Cumbria still conducting such reviews currently Eden council have maintained that the reviews are for 
the new unitary councils to conduct from next year. 
 
This will mean that it is highly likely that Clifton Community Council will not be able to adopt general 
power of competence after the May 2023 elections to help the council to deliver and support our 
community in wider beneficial ways. 
 
The Clerk and I will continue to push for Eden council or act to support Clifton Community Council 
with a CGR and I have a meeting as Chair of Clifton Community Council with our MP next week to 
discuss the issue and the impact of the failure by Eden to carry out the review. 
 
The cost-of-living crisis and energy crisis is impacting the lives of many across the UK and Clifton 
Community Council are acutely aware of the impact it is having on families in our community. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will look at ways within the powers we hold as a council so we can act to 
support our community through this crisis and ensure that no members of our community go hungry 
or cold this winter. 
 
As Chair of Clifton Community Council, I urge all in the community to show the amazing community 
spirit that carried us through the hard times of the lockdowns and check in on your neighbors make 
sure they are ok. 
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If anyone is in need of support and assistance, please do contact us, so we can assist in signposting 
to help and support that is available and so we can also look at how best this council can act to 
support our community. 
 


