CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA — cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283

Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the Abbott Lodge on Thursday

18" September 2025 18:30

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, Phil Clark,

Attendance: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO-Via Zooms), WaF Clir N Vecqueray

With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate.
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86/25
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89/25

Apologies
None
Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting

The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the
Community Council Meeting held on 17" July 2025 & 7™ August 2025
(previously circulated).

Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation
None

Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act
1960)

None
Public Participation

It was noted that Clifton Parent Teachers Association is struggling for volunteers
if anyone is interested they should contact the PTA.

Resolutions Update/Actions Log.

The resolutions sheet is hosted online for councillors to review and was noted as
received.

Action: Clerk to update.
Network Rail M6/Clifton Bridge Replacement

The Chair provided an update:

e National Highways have still not engaged with Clifton Community Council
about the plans for the diversions during the M6/West Coast Mainline
Closures. An updated traffic mapping exercise has now been completed
but the findings have not been shared.

e It is understood that National Highways are not looking to put in
mitigation measures around parking provision in Clifton (despite this
being raised as a serious safety concern issue). There will be a prohibition
order in place to prevent parking on the A6 but National Highways are
not proposing to put in alternative parking locations for displaced
vehicles. This has been also raised by WaF highways as a serious
concern.

e It was noted that Clifton Community Council have put forward proposals
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to WaF for a number of years to put in chevroned parking around the
edge of the playpark site, but given the ongoing delays with WaF
devolving this site it has not been possible to progress this.

e All sections of the bridge are now on site. The new bridge columns are
now being constructed.

e Lowther Bridge works are progressing and that is what the weekend road
closures are for. A letter has been sent to every household in the
community about these closures.

90/25 Highways & Parish Maintenance

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the
Parish.

e WaF Road Closures were in place on night of 17t & night of 18" Sept
2025 to put the lines back down, and the cats eyes back in. But no
contractors arrived to do these works on the night of the 17" Sept.

e It was noted positively that the ‘dragons teeth’ road markings that WaF
got consent from Dept of Transport to install in Clifton Dykes have now
been rolled out else where in the County.

e The Clifton Dykes Gateway works are in progress, but parts of the work
are outstanding, Clir J Davies has raised this with WaF.

e WaF Clir N Vecqueary has asked for Clifton to be included on future
disc/residents parking zone proposals.

ii. Autospeed Watch Update

It was noted that the South end Camera may require re-calibration as a number
of vehicles towing caravans have been captured doing in excess of 65mph.

Action: Clerk to ask Autospeedwatch to check the calibration on both
units and provide an update for consideration at future council
meetings.

iii. To receive an update on the Clifton 20mph Speed Limit update
The informal consultation has now closed. There was a response rate of 37%. Of
which 48% supported the proposals, and a further 15% supported the proposals
with amendments.
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council are fully supportive of
the proposed 20mph zone being taken forward to statutory consultation for
Clifton.
It was also noted that the school is supportive of this proposal.
Action: Clerk to confirm this to WaF Highways.

iv. Highways & Footways Lighting
The Clerk had confirmed to WaF that Clifton Community Council that the Council
wished to retain the devolved footway lighting and made a formal request for
WaF support in taking this forward. WaF confirmed receipt of this decision and
agreed to set up a meeting to discuss this support. No such meeting has

materialised.

Clir J Davies noted that WaF are tendering for provision of E-Vehicle Charging
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Points to be powered from the footway lighting network. The proposed location
for the one they are intending to install in Clifton is in an inappropriate location
due to it being on a junction.

Resolved by all present that no further action be taken and the meeting with
WaF to be awaited. Until WaF take this forward Clifton Community Council’s
hands are tied.

V. Parish Maintenance/Lengthsman
The Clerk had circulated a draft Parish Maintenance/Lengthsman advert and
circulated to all councillors. No budget has been agreed for the advertising of
this work.

It was also noted that the WaF Lengthsman Agreement is still not in place which
causes a grey area in terms of liabilities.

Action: WaF Clir N Vecqueray to raise this as a concern with WaF.
Resolved by all present that the advert be shared on the Clifton Community
Council Website & Social Media and then if necessary it could be more widely
advertised.
Action: Clerk/Chair to take this forward.

Vi. Speed Indicating Device
It was noted that Brougham Parish Council are potentially willing to join Clifton
Community Council in the purchase of a device, and that this is going to be

discussed at their parish meeting on the 10* October 2025.

It was noted that WaF are wanting to install TDU’s in the area and no SIDS could
be installed before this is completed (early 2026).

Action: Clerk to offer Clir J Davies attend the Brougham Parish Council
meeting that this is going to be discussed at.

Vii. To consider quotes and appoint a contractor to undertake a tree
safety survey on the Pocket Park.

The Clerk confirmed she had sought quotes for these works:
Quote 1- £280 Plus VAT

Quote 2- £247.62 (inc VAT)

Quote 3- £288 (inc VAT)

Resolved by all present that the cheapest quote be taken forward, and thanks
be sent to all for returning a quote

Action: Clerk to take this forward.

Action: Clerk to ask Gareth to remove the tree debris that is on the
Pocket Park.

viii. Clifton Gateway Improvements
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Proposals from WaF Highways have been circulated to all, the proposals include
a 40mph buffer zone (including dragons teeth). New ‘Gateway’ features, and
improved signage.

It was noted that some of the proposed sign locations (on to the old Village Hall)
was not viable, and this has been raised with WaF.

Resolved by all present that the Council are supportive of the gateway
proposals, but insist that WaF implement new Clifton Last Battle on English Soil
signage in the current locations (with no gap in signage provision) as it is a
significant anniversary year (280 years). If WaF are unable to do this Clifton
Community Council will use its powers to install appropriate signage.

Action: Clerk to chase up with WaF the importance of having signage at
the gateways to Clifton marking the last battle on English Soil.

Action: Cllr N Vecqueray to also support on this.
Waste Bins/Household Waste

The Chair noted there has been some issues with the weekly waste collections,
as not everyone has been getting them, or they have been damaged/scattered.
It was noted that the blue bags are going to be phased out, and recycling bins

are going to be provided.

Action: Clerk to raise concerns with WaF Portfolio Holder & Director
about the waste collection issues.

There are also issues with the public litter bins (and school bins which are paid
for) being filled with waste from it appears guest houses/holiday accomodation
in village.

WaF ClIr N Vecqueray noted that elsewhere in the WaF area the issue is
occurring and WaF are writing to relevant local properties to notify them of the
issues and to encourage a change in behaviour.

Action: This issue to be raised with WaF, making it clear that the litter
bins should NOT be removed following the extensive efforts that Clifton
Council went to get the bins in the first place, but rather requesting WaF
do a letter drop to make people aware of the issue and the
consequences if holiday accommodation properties are found to be
placing waste in the public litter bints.

Clifton Playpark Update

The clerk confirmed that another request for devolution had been submitted to
WaF Council, it has been received by WaF and a decision will be taken by the
end of October.

A separate team at WaF have also approached Clifton CC to note that WaF now
have a two year playground development programme, and that Clifton has been
identified as a priority. However, they are seeking financial support from the
Community Council in taking this project forward.

Resolved by all present that a representation be made to the full WaF Cabinet
in October requesting that a final decision be made on the full devolution of
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Clifton Playarea to Clifton Community Council in October 2025 as has been
promised.

A suggestion was made that Clir N Vecqueray make a motion on this subject to
full council to force a debate and a vote, however Clir N Vecqueray stated that
she didn‘t know enough about the subject so didn’t feel able to do this at this
stage.

Action: Clerk to send over all information related to Clifton Playarea to

Clir N Veqgeuery again.

Clir N Vecquery left the meeting at this point stating she was leaving to go and
vote on devolution and mayor for Cumbria.

Planning

i. Planning applications received for consultation.
None

ii. Planning decisions

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

Ref Location Proposal Decision
2024/2276/FPA Clifton Hall Barn, | Change of use Application
Clifton agricultural
building to a
dwelling house &
associated
operations

Financial Matters
i To authorise the below payments.

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for

payment:

PAYEE Budget line Value Action

Gareth Davidson Grass Cutting £160.00 Approve
(August)

Gareth Davidson Grass Cutting £160.00 Approve
(Sept)

Becx Carter Sept Salary £357.48 Ratify

HMRC Sept PAYE £100.20 Ratify

Action: Clerk to pay these accounts

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against
budget report

Resolved by all present these be noted as received and signed as a true and
accurate record.
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iii. To approve and adopt the revised standing orders

Resolved by all present that the revised standing orders be adopted with
immediate effect.

Action: These to be uploaded to the website

iv. To nominate a charity to receive the donation in memory of the late
Mr B Benson

Resolved by all present a donation of £500 to Cancer Research UK in memory
of Mr B Benson who was chair of Clifton Community Council (then Parish) for
many years.

Action: Clerk to take this forward.
Correspondence received.
1. 106 Bus Update

An update has been received confirming that the 106 Bus Partnership
Committee have been working with WaF to secure public subsidy for the route to
run 5 days a week. WaF have not yet launched their tender to find a supplier for
the route. However, a local provider have come forward to offer a short term
solution, commencing from the 3™ October 2025 (subject to acceptance of a
short registration of the route with the Traffic Commissioner). This short-term
solution will be in place until the end of March 2026 when it is hoped that WaF
will take over commissioning the route.

It was noted that the 106 bus is being very well used and this should help
support its ongoing sustainability.

Thanks were noted to Chris Battersby for all his work to preserve this vital
community bus service and in his role as Treasurer of the group over the last 10
years.

Date of next meeting

It was noted that future meetings are scheduled for:

All at Abbott Lodge at 18:30 unless stated below

27% November 2025
15% January 2026

Meeting closed 19:40
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