
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283       

 
Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the 

Abbott Lodge on Thursday 19th September 2024 at 18:30 
 
Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Phil Clarke, Claire Bland, Sharon 

Blaylock, 
 
Others: Becx Carter, David Bliss, Neil Hughes (Waf Cllr) 
 
Apologies:  Sharon Blaylock (Personal Commitments) 
  
With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
 
84/24 Apologies 

 
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted 
from those listed above. 
 

85/24 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 
The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the 
Community Council Meeting held on 20th August 2024 (previously circulated) 
 

86/24 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 
None 
 

87/24 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 
 
None 
 

88/24 Public Participation 
 
Westmorland & Furness 
 

• Bus tendering process for the second round of the Bus Infrastructure 
Planning under the BSIP has now concluded, and the outcome of this is 
awaited.  

• Rural Mobility Fund it is hoped that a pilot of this might be re-invigorated 
in the future. 

• Cllr N Hughes is lobbying to try and get the Keswick to Penrith Railway 
reviewed in terms of feasibility of it being reinstated. It was noted that 
Cllr N Hughes had, had a discussion with MP Campbell Savours who had 
suggested it was not viable due to Keswick being ‘a cul-de-sac’. 

• The Government has announced two new devolution deals (two with new 
mayors, and two which are going forward without a mayor). This gives 
some hope for WaF and Cumberland that the county may not require a 
mayor to access a devolution deal.  

 
Cllr J Davies noted that the 106 Bus Service are going to request a meeting with 
WaF about the BSIP tender timetable, which if it went forward would put the 106 
out of business.  
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WaF Cllr N Hughes informed the meeting that he had instructed officers that this 
wasn’t to be the case, and the tender process should have been for a peak hours 
only service not impacting on the 106 service. 
Cllr Davies agreed to supply a copy of the tender documents issued by WaF to 
Cllr N Hughes directly. 
 
Action: WaF Cllr N Hughes to raise this with relevant officers 
 

89/24 Chair's Report 
 
Chair’s Report 
 

• Cllr J Davies & the Clerk have met with Lowther regarding the Network 
Rail M6 Bridge replacement project.  

• A walk around has been held with Openreach to look at the infrastructure 
being installed to connect outstanding properties to fibre to premises 
broadband provision. Cllr J Davies agreed to keep all informed as this 
project develops.  
 

90/24 Lowther Development Opportunities 
 
At the June 2024 meeting Clifton Community Council agreed to look at potential 
community benefits associated with the M6 Railway Bridge development and the 
potential for the reuse of the land from the compound after the Railway Bridge 
Project has completed. Including for example looking at potential for the 
compound site to be used as a housing site after the development has 
concluded. This also links in with the WaF Local Plan Review. 
 
Mr D Bliss CEO of Lowther Estates presented a plan that looked at using the area 
on the far side of the underpass/M6 for housing (respecting the archaeology on 
the site) and then the provision of an area of community green space on the 
village side of the M6. The area on the far side of the M6 will be part of the 
compound for the M6 Railway Bridge Development, so would potentially then be 
a brownfield site and be a viable opportunity for development (and allocation as 
a housing site under the new local plan that WaF have open for consultation) 
 
Lowther are looking for community support before taking this proposal forward.   
 
Cllr J Davies noted that there is a 536% increase in the new housing totals 
required in Westmorland and Furness under the new Government, and this 
would help address some of this need.  Other developments that have been 
proposed were more linear at either end of the village and had 
objections/concerns raised about them due to lack of community cohesion etc. 
 
There may also be added benefits if this site were used for housing in that it 
may allow for other infrastructure developments for a community space to be 
undertaken at the same time.  
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support the nomination 
of this site for a housing site as part of the Local Plan consultation for WaF. 
 
However, Clifton Community Council recognize the need for 
service/infrastructure improvements if any development went ahead on this site 
e.g. utilities/highways/schools/health care provision etc. It was noted that this 
would be part of a formal planning application (and this could then potentially be 
influenced by any Neighbourhood plan that Clifton Community Council take 
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forward) 
 
David Bliss o/b of Lowther Estates invited the Parish Council to form a 
committee with them to work on the design and layout etc of any proposals for 
the site.  
 

91/24 Info Pod 
 
The digital display screen and the mobile charge unit is all ready, but it now may 
require planning as it is a marketing screen on public display 
 
Resolved by all that Clifton Community Council take pre-planning advice before 
installing the unit.  
 
Action: Clerk/Chair to take this forward 
 

92/24 Pocket Park 
 
Consideration was given to the Westmorland & Furness Tree fund as discussed 
at the June meeting but on further review this was found to not offer what was 
headlined (with very low investment available for sites like the Pocket Park). 
 
It was suggested that a proposal be worked up to put in some form of a barrier 
to replace the chain and provide more of a demarcation/boundary between the 
Pocket Park and the road e.g. bench and planters that are connected. 
 
Clifton Community Council were keen to engage the local community with 
plans/opportunities for this site.  
 
Action: Clerk and Chair to work on some proposals for this and bring 
forward to a future meeting.  
 

93/24 Clifton Community CIC 
 
The Clerk laid out the basic principles of being a CIC. 
 
It was noted that a benefit of a CIC being formed may open up funding 
opportunities where Parish Councils are not eligible organisations.  
 
Additionally, CIC’s could potentially deliver things that the Community Council 
are currently unable to. 
 
It was noted that independent legal advice may need to be obtained to ensure 
the relevant separation of duties and liabilities are appropriately mitigated.  
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council agreed in principle to 
move forward with forming a CIC subject to guidance being sought via NALC on 
other parish councils that have undertaken this activity etc, and the legalities of 
it.  
 

94/24 Neighbourhood Plan 
 

i. To receive an update/make any necessary resolutions from this 
 

It was noted that the issue with funding is still very time restrictive. It took until 
July 2024 for Government to announce the funding for this financial year and it 
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is restricted to being spent within the financial year which is too timebound for 
delivery.  
 
Resolved by all present that Cllr J Davies draft a tender document for the 
delivery and support of the delivery of Clifton’s Neighbourhood Plan with a view 
to it being issued for responses by the 27th September 2024 
 

ii. To discuss WaF Neighbourhood Plan Policy & what support they can 
offer 

 
It was formally requested that WaF Cllr N Hughes ask a question of full cabinet 
on why this policy has not yet materialised.  
  

95/24 Highways & Parish Maintenance 
 

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the Parish 
 

Ø Monday 23rd & Tuesday 24th the M6 has overnight closures in on the 
northbound side meaning traffic will be diverted through Clifton. 

Ø It was noted that there is a collapsing culvert on the A6 opposite the 
entrance to Clifton Hill Gardens, this has been reported 3 times over the 
last 9 months and it is still getting worse. This has now been raised as an 
urgent matter.  

 
Action: Cllr J Davies to continue to pursue this with WaF. 
 

• The 20pmh flashing light for the school is only intermittently working, it 
was confirmed in July that this would be replaced before the start of the 
new school term this hasn’t occurred. 

 
Action: WaF Cllr N Hughes to raise this with the relevant team 
 

• WaF are due to be approving their new street lighting policy, but Parish 
Councils have not been consulted 

• It was noted that Clifton Community Council have been offered a partial 
grant for a second defib that could be sited at the south of the village and 
linked into the power supply from a footway light. 

 
Resolved by all present that an additional defib be purchased using this grant 
funding at a cost of up to £750 
 

• WaF have agreed to mount both our solar lights free of charge and 
remove the pole that is not needed opposite Crooklands junction and 
replace it in the location requested by the Community Council  

 
ii. Speeding/Speed Cameras 

 
These are now back and due to be reinstalled over the weekend, they have been 
updated and refurbished.  
 
The police are now sending out letters off the back of these data collated from 
the Autospeed Watch devices..  
 
Clifton Community Council noted the increased presence of the speed camera 
van in the village, and a request has been submitted to National Highways 
regarding having speed cameras in the village during the M6 closure.  
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Action: Clerk to add Cllr P Clark on to the Autospeed watch system.  
 

iii. Update on speeding in Clifton Dykes 
 
The outcomes of this data collection was that the 85th percentile speed on the 
wider sections of the road were recorded as 49.9mph and at the narrower 
sections of road 44.7mph, with almost 50% of traffic exceeding the speed limit.  
 
Legislation does not permit the use of vertical deflections such as road 
humps/speed cushions and ‘thumps’ on 40mph limit roads, therefore alternative 
measures are needed to reduce the speeds.  
 
WaF have asked the Police to continue with their enforcement to act as a 
deterrent.  
 

96/24 Planning 
 

i. Planning applications received for consultation. 
 
Ref: 2024/1350/FPA 
Location: Wetheriggs Pottery, Clifton Dykes 
Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (plans compliance) for alterations to Plot B to 
bring the approval in line with the variation of scheduled Ancient Monument 
Consent, attached to approval 19/0638 
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council have serious concerns 
and frustrations that a significant portion of these works have already been 
completed. Clifton Community Council reiterate their previous objections and 
further raise concerns that the applicant is showing no respect of understanding 
of the historic importance of this site.  
 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments.   
Action: Clifton Community Council to contact Historic England to raise 
concerns about how this Scheduled Ancient Monument is being eroded 
by the current private owner (with reference to the previous works 
done). 
 
Ref: 2024/1282/FPA 
Location: 24 Cumberland Close, Clifton 
Proposal: Proposed two storey extension and single storey porch extension to 
front elevation and associated alterations 
 
A member of the public attended to speak to this application and explained how 
these plans had been developed.  
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support this proposal on 
the grounds that is sympathetic design and helps the occupant remain in the 
community, and that the concerns of the neighbours be borne in mind by 
Westmorland & Furness when they are considering the application.  Additionally, 
it was noted that the objection from WaF Highways regarding loss of parking is 
unfair as there is sufficient parking within the curtilage of the property (with 2 
plus spaces available on site post development), and the plans don’t appear to 
have been considered by the Highways department. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments.   
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Ref: 2024/1527/FPA 
Location: 30 Cumberland Close, Clifton 
Proposal: Erection of two storey side and rear extensions 
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support but with 
concern about lack of description on nutrient neutrality and would request that a 
planning commitment be added that any new spaces that are created only be 
used for residential/domestic purposes.  
 
Additionally, Clifton Community Council request that a construction management 
plan be approved before development starts to restrict working times to 9-5 and 
always ensure access and that all construction vehicles are parked within the 
curtilage.  
 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments.   
 

ii. Planning decisions 
 
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received: 
 
Reference Location Proposal Decision 
2024/0984/A
PP 

Railway 
Bridge over 
M6, Clifton 

Prior notification under 
Schedule 2, part 18, class 
A for the reconstruction of 
the railway bridge 

Prior approval 
required & 
approved 

2024/0763/F
PA 

Clifton CP 
School 

Variation of condition 2 
(temporary time limit) for 
portable classroom 

Approved with 
conditions 

2024/0973/F
PA (and LBC) 

Plot B 
Wetheriggs 

External works comprising 
of alterations to clay pit to 
form garden pit with 
decking and associated 
landscaping 

Not progressed 

 
Concerns were noted about the lack of WaF to the proposals made about the 
purchase of land adjacent to the school to resolve a number of the issues with 
capacity/space at the site.  
 
Action: Clerk to forward this request to Cllr N Hughes & K Bradburn 
Sims. 
 

97/24 Financial Matters      
 

i. To authorise the below payments. 
 

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for 
payment: 
 
Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 
28.7.24 Becx Carter July Salary (Via 

So) 
£332.19 Ratify 

28.7.24 HMRC July PAYE (Via 
SO) 

£83.00 Ratify 
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28.8.24 Becx Carter Aug Salary (Via 
So) 

£332.19 Ratify 

28.8.24 HMRC Aug PAYE (Via 
SO) 

£83.00 Ratify 

28.9.24 Becx Carter Sept Salary (Via 
So) 

£332.19 Ratify 

28.9.24 HMRC Sept PAYE (Via 
SO) 

£83.00 Ratify 

5.8.24 Gareth Davidson 
(INV2264) 

Pocket Park 
cutting fees 

£240 Ratify 
 

17.7.24 Furness Electrical Defib Costs £120 Ratify 
27.8.24 Imperative 

Training 
Defib costs £68.34 Ratify 

19.9.24 Moore  External Audit £252.00 Approve 
19.9.24 Gareth Davidson Grass Cutting £240.00 Approve 

 
Action: Clerk to pay these accounts 
 

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against 
budget report 

 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record by 
the Chair 
 

iii. To approve the updated Financial Regulations 
 
Resolved by all present that the updated financial regulations as circulated with 
the meeting papers be adopted with immediate effect. 
 
Action: Chair to upload these to the website. 
 

iv. To receive and note the completed audit from Moore 
 
Resolved by all present that the external audit (unqualified) apart from minor 
matters be noted as received. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the relevant notice is on the Council website.  
 
Resolved by all present that a letter be sent to CALC about the auditors and ask 
CALC to consider alternate provision for Cumbria. 
 
Action: Clerk to take this forward.  

98/24 Correspondence received. 
 

i. Westmorland & Furness Boundary Review  
 
It was noted that this open for responses currently and individuals can respond 
if required.  
 

ii. To consider a nomination for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of 
Cumbria at Carlisle 

 
Due to short notice and need to get consent no nomination was submitted this 
year.  
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iii. Cumbria In Bloom Awards Invitation  
 

Resolved by all present that Cllr J Davies attend this event on behalf of Clifton 
 
Action: Clerk to send this information to Cllr J Davies to register.  
 

99/24 Date of next meeting  
 
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 2024 be set as (all at 
18:30): 
 
14th November 2024 
9th January 2025  
 
The meeting was closed at 19:45 
 

 


