CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA — cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283

Minutes of the Clifton Community Council Meeting held in the Abbott Lodge on Thursday
17 July at 18:30

Community Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies, Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, Phil Clark, Sharon
Blaylock

Attendance: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO), WaF Clir N Vecqueray
With 4 councillors present the meeting was quorate.
64/25 Apologies
None
65/25 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting

The Chair was authorised to sign, as a correct record the minutes of the
Community Council Meeting held on 15t May 2025 (previously circulated).

66/25 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation
None

67/25 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act
1960)
None

68/25 Public Participation

e It was noted that there was an Eden Locality Board on the 16 July 2025
that included discussions relating to residents parking in Appleby. Clifton
Community Council weren’t consulted on this proposal.

69/25 Resolutions Update/Actions Log.

The resolutions sheet is hosted online for councillors to review and was noted as
received.

Action: Clerk to update.
70/25 Network Rail M6/Clifton Bridge Replacement

The Chair provided an update:

e The first few sections of the bridge are now on site, and some footage is
being provided for the Community Council archives (but can’t be shared
online at the request of Network Rail0

e The bridge works are on schedule.

¢ National Highways have confirmed that before they can decide on the
diversions they need to have traffic modelling redone. The original
modelling was received at the end of June (costing 100k plus) and
showed that the HGV's were going to go over Kirkstone Pass. The new
modelling is due to be returned to them on the 8" August, when National
Highways will look at the implications on the communities on the
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71/25

72/25

proposed diversion route. National Highways have mentioned that they
may need to compulsory purchase land for car parks on the route due to
the diversion implications.

e Clifton Community Council has been given reassurances that no work will
start on Kemplay Bank/A66 until the Clifton Railway Bridge works are
completed (to prevent multiple traffic issues coinciding).

e Concerns were noted about the misleading signs about road closures that
don't give notice of where the closures actually are, meaning people are
not clear which sections of roads are closed.

e Network Rail are going to be working with the community on a time
capsule to be buried in the banking.

e Another community update is due to be circulated by Network Rail...

e ClIr J Davies is working with Railway Cam to try and get a camera sited
to watch the works.

e Skanska have been helping Clifton Primary School with the installation of
the foundations and erection of the new structure on site.

e There doesn’t appear to be any community money available at this stage,
but a request has been made to Skanska to install concrete foundations
for the new benches on Pocket Park.

It was noted once again with disappointment that WaF have failed to progress
the devolution of the playarea to the Community Council despite repeated
requests, submission of all documents etc. It is hoped that National Highways
will support the Community Council in obtaining the playarea as part of the
mitigation plan for the Railway Bridge Works.

Clifton Primary School Governor

i. To consider using Powers available to the Community Council to
appoint a school governor to Clifton Primary School.

It was noted that Clifton Community Councillor Sharon Blaylock has recently
taken up a position as a governor to Clifton Primary School, as a member of the
local community (not as a representative of Clifton Community Council)

Highways & Parish Maintenance

i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters within the
Parish.

e It was noted that a number of issues relating to hedging alongside the A6
have been raised. These are WaF responsibility, and they have been
reported to WaF. It was noted with significant disappointment that WaF
have erroneously responded to members of the public stating these
things were Clifton Community Council responsibility. This is NOT the
case, especially given that WaF have still not provided a lengthsman
agreement despite repeated requests from CALC and Clifton Community
Council

e There is a long-term issue near Clifton Hill Gardens where there is a
patch of road that is sinking, which WaF are intending to patch again.
There appears to be vibration issues to local properties which are being
caused as a result of this road damage which may result in insurance
claims against WaF.

e It was noted with concern that WaF Highways only fill the exact pothole
reported on HIMS, and nothing nearby (even at very close proximity) is
dealt with.
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e Issues with lack of White Lines in Clifton have been raised multiple times
with WaF but no progress has been made.

e It was noted that parking at Clifton Primary School remains an issue, and
further steps need to be taken to remind/encourage parents in
September 2025 of where it is (and is not) safe to park.

ii. Autospeed Watch Update

It was noted that at the moment the north end camera is not picking much at
the moment as there are parked vehicles due to a house renovation which is
slowing the traffic.

iii. To receive an update on the Clifton 20mph Speed Limit update

The Consultation on this closes on the 18™ July 2025 as of the 16" July 2025
Clifton has received a response rate of 31%.

Resolved that it be noted with disappointment that the consultation on the WaF
website appears to have been removed at least 24 hours before it should have
been which is preventing people from responding.

It was noted that once the 20mph zones are in place that local councils could
push for further Traffic Data Modelling to look at enforcement and possibly
requests for permanent speed cameras.

iv. Highways & Footways Lighting

The Clerk confirmed she asked CALC to contact all other EDC councils who had
taken on devolved footway lighting to look to see if Clifton CC could join with
any other councils to continue to manage footway lighting going forward. The
result of this mail out is that it appears that no other EDC councils are retaining
the devolved lighting. The Clerk has failed to find any companies that
could/would maintain them.

Following an FOI it was noted that WaF have not carried out any maintenance on
lights in Clifton or wider areas since 2018, despite them agreeing under the
devolution agreement that WaF would be doing maintenance and inspections.

Resolved that Clifton CC are minded to retain the devolved lights subject to a
suitably insurance and qualified contractor being appointed for the maintenance
of them, and the issue of the unmetered electrical supply matters being resolved
with WaF. Clifton Community Council formally request collaborative support from
WaF (as promised) to allow the Community Council to deliver lighting for the
community, and to protect the 11 lights that are currently within the control of
Clifton Community Council (as the current WaF Policy appears to imply that WaF
may remove the lights if retuned to them). It was noted that the issue of the
electrical supply to the light in Crooklands needs to be connected as promised by
WaF.

Further Clifton Community Council formally request that WaF consider the install
highway lighting at key points along the A6 on the grounds of public safety.

Action: Clerk & Chair to take this forward.

V. Parish Maintenance/Lengthsman
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The appropriate legal agreement has still not materialised from WaF. Though it
appears with the recent responses from WaF that they appear to have delegated
responsibility to Clifton Community Council without a formal agreement.

Clifton Community Council have General Power of Competence, and given the
lack of action by WaF it was proposed that Clifton CC look to appoint a self
appointed and insured contractor to deal with weeds etc.

It was noted that Clifton Community Council can’t encourage residents to clear
pavements/weeds etc as this would require WaF Highways Consent due to in
highway working.

Resolved by all present that an advert be placed for a self-employed contractor
with appropriate insurance and experience to undertake parish maintenance
tasks on an ad-hoc basis.

Action: Chair and Clerk to take this forward.

Vi. Speed indicating devices
The Clerk confirmed she had sought basic quotes from a number of companies
that showed the costs of these devices as being between £2900 (ex VAT) and
£4500.

Resolved by all present that a decision be deferred until the Clifton Dykes new
gateway features are installed and the impact of these are reviewed.

Action: Chair to look at possible grant funding opportunities for a speed
indicator device depending on the outcomes of the gateway.

Action: Clerk to email Brougham Parish Council to ask them to
collaborate on this issue as Clifton Dykes are split between Clifton
Community Council and Brougham

Action: Chair to speak with WaF Highways on if consent would be
granted to install a SID in Clifton Dykes.

vii. 250" Anniversary of the 1745 last battle in England
Concerns have already been raised with Lowther Estate about the condition of
the Well but no action have been taken. It was noted that this is a health &

safety risk.

Clir J Davies suggested approaching Skanska to ask them to renovate this site
ready for the anniversary later in 2025.

Action: ClIr J Davies to pursue Lowther on this and if they would consent
for Skanska to do this work.
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73/25 Planning
i. Planning applications received for consultation.

Ref; 2025/1156/0PA
Location: Land at Town End Farm, Clifton
Proposal: Outline application for a dwelling with all matters reserved

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council would request that if
granted a condition be imposed that the development can only be used as a
residential dwelling and not for commercial purposes, and that appropriate
highways safety studies be done as part of the reserved matters application.
Action: Clerk to submit these comments
It was noted that the recent applications(2024/2416/PACOU) at Tarn Hill Barn,
Clifton Dykes that was refused by WaF has been overturned by the planning
inspectorate. (Ref APP/KO940/W/25/3362413)

ii. Planning decisions

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

Ref Location Proposal Decision
2025/0755/0PA Land at Town Outline Not progressed
End Farm application for a

dwelling with all
matters reserved

2025/0961/DISC | George & Application for Discharge of
Dragon, Clifton approval of Conditions
details reserved
by condition
74/ 25 Financial Matters
i. To authorise the below payments.

Resolved by all present that the below payments were authorised/ratified for

payment:

PAYEE Budget line Value Action
Becx Carter May Salary (Via So) £346.74 Ratify
HMRC May PAYE (Via SO) £86.60 Ratify
Becx Carter June Salary (Via So) £346.74 Ratify
HMRC June PAYE (Via SO) @ £86.60 Ratify
Becx Carter July Salary (Via So) @ £346.74 Ratify
HMRC July PAYE (Via SO) £86.60 Ratify
Abbott Lodge Room Hire (July £20.00 Approve
GCA Grass Cutting £160.00 Approve
Abbott Lodge Room Hire (May) £20 Ratify

J Davis Enterprises VE Day Event Items | £100 Ratify

Reimbursement

Action: Clerk to pay these accounts
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It was noted going forward that no further expenses purchases be made by
councillors, that all purchases be made via the Clerk.

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against
budget report

Resolved by all present these be noted as received and signed as a true and
accurate record.

75/25 Correspondence received.
None
76/ 25 Date of next meeting

It was noted that future meetings are scheduled for:
All at Abbott Lodge at 18:30 unless stated below

18" September 2025
27" November 2025
15 January 2026

Meeting closed 20:06

It was noted that the BT phone box has been disconnected from the mains electric as it
was on a spur from a private residence. There is currently no electric to the site. All the
infrastructure is there. The future of this project is also dependent on if the phone box
needs to be removed as part of the Clifton Railway Bridge Project and the highways need
for diversions.
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