CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA — cliffonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283

Minutes of Clifton Community Council meeting held at Abbott Lodge
on Wednesday 8" December 2021 at 18:00

Parish Councillors Present: Jonathan Davies (Chairman), Sarah Davies, Claire Bland,
John Holliday

Others: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO), David Bliss (Lowther)
76/2021  Apologies
Sharon Blaylock (Family Commitments).

Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reason for absence be
approved and accepted.

77/2021  Minutes of last Clifton Parish Council meeting

The Chairman was authorized to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the
Parish Council meeting held on the 8" November 2021

Action: Clerk to upload minutes to the website.
78/2021  Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation
None

79/2021  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings
Act 1960)

Resolved by all present that item 83/2021 Part b be subject to the Exclusion

of Press & Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960 and be moved to

the end of the meeting once all press and public have been excluded.
80/2021  Public Participation

I Public Participation

At the Chair’s discretion Public Participation was moved to the village hall
(Part a) section of the agenda.

No other bodies were present, it was noted that no representation had been
received from EDC or CCC for many months.

81/2021  Community Councillor Vacancy

No applications have been received.
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82/2021

83/2021

Chairman’s Report
The attached report was received and noted.
Village Hall Update

Resolved by all present that this item be split into part a & b, with part b
being considered as per 79/2021 as being subject to the Exclusion of Press
& Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) and be taken at the
end of the meeting.

Part A:

The survey relating to the Village Hall is being distributed to all households
within the Parish over the coming week and responses will hopefully be
received by the next Clifton Community Council meeting.

Clifton Community Council now needs to consider all possible options for the
future of the Village Hall, one of these is the Paddock/Park Gate, on the
corner by the railway bridge. Mr Bliss of Lowther confirmed he would happily
put this in to the mix as an option, and feel that a car park at the rear would
be beneficial for school drop off. Lowther would be happy to work with Clifton
Community Council to draw up some proposals for the Community Council to
consider.

Councillors present were very pleased to hear about this offer from Lowther,
and feel it would be a win win for the community. The Community needs a
more central village hall, and the school needs parking. All Councillors
present felt that this is something the community should be pushing for this
as part of a S.106 agreement on the planning application below.

Mr Bliss from Lowther confirmed in response to a direct question that he
would be willing to discuss this regardless of the success or failure of
Planning Application Ref 21/0953, but feels it would be positive as a
community focus for this to be part of planning process.

It was noted that their maybe highways issues with siting the village hall on
Parkgate, but that the Play area might be a more sensible place for the
Village Hall in terms of linkages with the school etc.

Action: Mr Bliss to confirm if Lowther have a continued corridor of land
use between Parkgate and the Play area to allow to a link between the
two sites.

Further it was noted that the proposed application ref 21/0953 will include
more affordable housing which will hopefully increase the school back up to
capacity, which makes the need for a functional and centralised village hall,
and outdoor recreation space even more important.
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84/2021

It was noted that there are significant costs and issues with the existing hall,
and it maybe cheaper to build a new hall.

All present thanked Mr Bliss for this offer regarding the use of the land at
Park Gate and the linkage with the ‘Play area’ and acknowledged how many
benefits this may have.

Mr Bliss requested that he be kept up to date about any other wants that the
community might have e.g., community shop, doctors surgery etc as this
could all be included in the design of a new Village Hall.

Clir J Davies confirmed that the S.106 funding that is ringfenced for the play
area is now back in the control of the Community Council, and the other
funding that is for Village Hall type activities is also available.

It was noted that the field opposite the entrance to Cumberland Close used
to be known as the football field, and the area is still used informally by local
young people for football etc. This could be again linked to the school
without them needing to go down the side of the A6 and the school have
identified a need for a running track area.

Action: Lowther to produce a plan for the Community Council to sketch
their ideas and thoughts on to.

Highways Update

I. BT Phone Boxes
The phone box in the middle of Clifton Village (next to the post box) has
been obscured with some form of cladding making it hard for people to see

through it when the are using the adjacent junction.

Action: Clerk to check on the progress of Clifton CC adopting this
phone box.

il. A6 Resurfacing
ClIr J Davies confirmed that the next round of resurfacing will take place in
early Spring (Feb) to complete the job to an appropriate standard. Clir J
Davies has made the case with CCC that there is a need for some form of
community compensation regarding how this has been handled.
It was noted that there is ongoing mess linked with this poor resurfacing.
Further it was noted that there is a lack of road markings as these haven’t
been replaced due to the poor resurfacing, which may lead to parking issues
over the months whilst we wait for the final resurfacing to take place.

Action: ClIr J Davies to point this out to CCC and raise the health &
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85/2021

safety concerns about not having any form of lineage on the road
including double yellow lines.

iii. M6 Overnight Closure

On the 6™ & 7t December 2021 the M6 was diverted through the village, but
there was insufficient road/traffic management through the village as a result
of this planned diversion, resulting in significant numbers of vehicles traveling
far fast through Clifton with no apparent enforcement of monitoring by any
authorities. The Police were notified on the night.

Action: Clerk to raise this with CCC that there was insufficient traffic
management for A6 when the M6 was shut as part of a planned closure
and vehicles were diverted on to it.

Planning
I. Planning applications received from EDC for consultation:

Ref: 21/0953

Location: Land South of Valley Road, Clifton, Penrith

Proposal: Outline application for a residential development with all matters
reserved.

It was noted that a community meeting had been held and Clifton Community
Council noted this feedback. It was confirmed that this application is going to
Planning Committee and not being decided under delegated authority. It was
noted that this application falls outside of the Eden District Council Local
Plan, and if it wasn’t linked with the enabling development at Yanwath Gate
Farm then it would be unlikely to proceed.

Councillors presented noted that there is a recorded and evidenced need for
additional housing within the Eden area.

It was noted that there is a lot of local concerns and objections to this
proposal. One of the significant concerns is the safety & appropriateness of
access on/off the A6. There is however some local support for the
proposals.

This is an outline application only, so all matters related to design etc are not
included in this application. It was noted that if the plots were then sold off to
a developer for development this may lose some of the local control over the
design/breakdown of units on the site.

Following a robust discussion, it was resolved by all present that Clifton
Community Council is minded to object to this outline application for a
residential development on land bordering Valley Road to the south end of
Clifton, based on the fact that the application falls outside Eden Local Plan
and associated policies, additionally Clifton Community Council has
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concerns about:

- Access on and off the A6 and associated safety concerns.
- There are other sites that are more geographically connected to
Yanwath why has this one been selected as the enabling site.

Clifton Community Council recognised the need for housing developments
and affordable homes in the area and should EDC be minded to approve the
application, Clifton Community Council would request strongly that they be
invited to work with EDC and the developer to ensure an appropriate S.106
Is put in place to address community infrastructure, access and public
transport needs and provision for community facilities e.g. Parking & Outdoor
Recreation and Community space e.g. Village hall/shop etc.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to EDC
Ref: 21/1014
Location: 31 Cumberland Close, Clifton

Proposal: Works to mature tree (TPO47:1992) mature sycamore

Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council support the
proposed maintenance and management of this mature tree.

Clifton Community Council also request that EDC undertake a review of
TPQO’s and their appropriateness as they are generating significant work in
the planning system.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to EDC.

86/2021  Finances
I The below payments were considered and authorised
Date PAYEE Budget line  Value Action
8.12.2021 Penrith Posters Newsletter £120 Approve
8.12.2021 H Seddon Maintenance £330.06 Approve
Action: Clerk to pay the accounts.
87/2021  Date of next meeting — the next meeting is scheduled for 20" January 2022
in Abbott Lodge Dairy Conference Room.
Exclusion | Village Hall- Part 2.
of Press
& Public | ClIr J Davies provided an update on the position regarding the Village Hall.

Currently the village hall is un-insured and to obtain insurance is proving very
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difficult. The Clerk has managed to obtain one quote for :

Fire, Lighting, Explosion & Aircraft perils, with a property owners liability of
£2,000,000.

This quote is £1,147.60.

It was noted that this insurance doesn’t cover many of the eventualities that
may occur and may not be an acceptable use of public funding.

Cllr J Davies has met with John Turner of Lonsdale Estates to discuss the
future of the Village Hall and he confirmed that Lonsdale Estates were
amenable to any of the below:

1. 100-year lease (to help secure funding for restoration/rebuild) if we
can prove there is a desire for it to support with the fundraising.

2. Termination of lease with immediate effect or at any point in the
coming 5 years (Lonsdale may look to Clifton Community Council for
some financial support for the demolition of the current hall extension)

3. Separate lease for the car park area

Clir J Davies proposed starting the process of working with Lonsdale Estates
to terminate the lease of the Village Hall (in terms of costs) and consider the
costs of this and the results of the Community Survey at the Jan 2022
meeting, with a view to terminating the lease for the Clifton Village Hall
immediately after the Jan 2022 meeting. All present agreed to this proposal.

In addition all present agreed to start negotiations with Lonsdale Estates to
separate the lease for the car park area which is of community value and
benefit.

It was noted that there will need to be some storage procured to store the
stage, the tables, chairs etc.

It was noted that the site is a community asset, and that this protection would
allow either the community to try and buy the site if they wanted to.

Action: ClIr Davies & Holliday to consider options for the short-term
storage of assets of value from the building to a safe storage location.
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Chairs Report (Cllr J Davies):

Over the last month since our last meeting. The replacement bus shelter has been installed
along with the new integrated notice board. The wood notice board has now been
relocated to Clifton dykes.

The second Auto Speed watch unit is now installed and the local press have run an article
about Clifton leading the way on innovation to address speeding. We have had a number
of local parish council contact us to talk with them about the auto speed watch system.

| attended Eden District Council meeting last week to ask a question about devolution off
assets, the process seems to have now ground to a halt in Eden.

Clerks of councils in Eden received a survey about devolution and were asked to respond
in a 10 day period to the survey with all Councils having had an opportunity to consider the
survey. Clerks across Eden have been guided not reply on calc advice to the survey, due
to the timings of it and how it was shared.

There appears to be a confused situation with Eden District Council creating a new policy
for devolution assets and the CEQ’s of all councils in Cumbria saying no devolution will
happen until the new unitary takes over now. This is a concern given the delay in
devolution of the play park promised to Clifton let year that has still not been secured as an
asset held by this council.

The council facilitated a public meeting regarding the planning application at the south end
of Clifton this was well attended by the community with a number of views raised in the
meeting. It was good to get the views of the community and the feed back given to us by
the representative of the developer at the meeting.

Finally a local update in the community, a new acting head has taken over the role of head
at Clifton Primary school | have yet to have the opportunity to speak to him and welcome
him to Clifton on behalf of the council.
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