
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283      

 
Minutes of Clifton Community Council meeting held at Abbott Lodge 

on the 2nd March 2022 at 18:00 
 

Parish Councillors Present:  Jonathan Davies (In the Chair), Sarah Davies, Sharon 
Blaylock, Claire Bland, Becx Carter (Clerk),  
 
One member of the public present for part of the meeting  
 
08/2022 Apologies 

 
John Holliday (Family Commitments) 
 
Resolved by all present that the above apologies be received and the 
reasons for absence approved.  
 

09/2022 Minutes of last Clifton Community Council meeting  
 
Resolved by all present that the Chairman be authorized to sign, as a 
correct record, the minutes of the Clifton Community Council meeting held on 
the 28th January 2022  
 
Action: Clerk to upload minutes to the website.  
 

10/2022 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 
None 
 

11/2022 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960) 
 
None  
 

12/2022 Public Participation 
 

i. Car Park Opposite the Village Hall 
 
The Clerk informed all present that correspondence has been received from 
the Churchwarden for Clifton & Brougham raising concern about the fact that 
the Car Park used by the Church is on the same lease as the Clifton Village 
Hall that Clifton Community Council have given notice to terminate. 
 
The Church would like reassurance if people attending the Church will still be 
able to use the car park. 
 
Clifton CC confirmed that Lonsdale are now taking the lease back so it will 
be up to the Church to liaise with Lonsdale about the usage of that 
carparking space.  
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Action:Clerk to confirm this to the Churchwarden. 
 

ii. Updates from other bodies. 
 
It was noted that once again no representation was present from either EDC 
or CCC. 
 
Cllr J Davies confirmed a set of notes from an informal PTA meeting had 
been received. 
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to circulate these to all.  
 

13/2022 Clifton Community Councillor Vacancies 
 
No applications for the co-option vacancies have been received.  
 

14/2022 Chairman’s Report 
 
Chair gave a brief update on the auto speed watch system as other items 
were on the agenda. 
 
Autospeedwatch  
 
It was noted that one of our autospeed watch units has recently had some 
faults, but these have now been resolved. 
 
Cllr S Blaylock noted that it would be useful to have one outside of the 
George & Dragon facing out of the village.  
 
This could be considered at a later date. 
 

15/2022 Clifton Village Hall 
 

i. To receive an update from Cllr Jonathan Davies 
 

Cllr J Davies updated Councillors that following the January 2022 meeting 
notice has formally been given to Lonsdale Estates and this has been 
acknowledged as received. 
 
Quotations are awaited from Lonsdale Estate for the clearance/demolition of 
the damaged parts of the building including asbestos. Once these are 
received full council approval will be required. 
 
Discussion was held regarding if Clifton CC should be seeking their own 
quotes for these works. At this stage it was accepted that Clifton CC would 
wait until the quotations had been received from Lonsdale Estate. 
 
Action: Clerk to circulate these quotes and call a meeting once these 
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quotations have been received.  
 
The Community Council need to organise clearance of their remaining 
possessions out of the hall as soon as possible (Stage, Seating, Tables, 
Piano) and then decisions need to be taken on the further items e.g. 
crockery.  
 
It is unclear at this stage how long the storage would be required for.  
 
Resolved by all present that a budget of £500 be authorised as necessary 
expenses for the movement and storage of Community Council property to 
clear the village hall. 
 
Resolved by all present that any ‘small’ items e.g. matts/crockery to be 
donated to the Ukraine Crisis if at all possible.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to organise this & update the neighbouring 
property on what is happening with the hand back.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to organise H Seddon to remove the noticeboard 
from the front of the Village Hall that is Clifton CC, it could be used to 
replace the one outside the school.  
 
Cllr J Davies confirmed that there has been some dialogue within the village 
about the handing back of the hall, but residents seem to understand the 
costs and liabilities of this and accept that there is discussions with Lowther 
ongoing about the possible replacement hall.  
 

ii. Closure of the Clifton VH Charity and access/control to the funds 
 
It was noted that this matter has still not been resolved. The Charity and the 
Bank Account for this charity needs to be closed.  
 
It is not clear who are signatories on the Village Hall Bank Account. It was 
also noted that the Parish Council (who are not involved in the Charity) also 
don’t have access with the gmail address for the Village Hall where 
information may be being sent.  
 
It is the responsibility of the trustees to take the necessary steps to close this 
charity.  
 
Resolved by all present that a letter be sent to the trustees to try and 
encourage him to speak to Barclays to establish who are the trustees on the 
account and how a payment out of this account can be made to enable the 
remaining funding to be returned to the Parish Council for future village hall 
matters. 
 
Action: Clerk and Chair to progress this.   
 



CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283      

16/2022 Highways & Parish Maintenance  
i. To receive updates on any Highways related matters in the Parish 

 
CCC have carried out some repairs to various parts of the road on the 
ironworks, kerb stones and pavement patching. There is a full works 
programme later in 2022 for the pavements to be redone during Cliton.  
 
The resurfacing for time 3 (!) is pending the weather improving.  
 
Concerns were raised by councillors that if the resurfacing is going to be in 
the same substance that has been used previously it will degrade again 
equally as quick.  
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton CC write to Highways and insist that 
when the road is eventually resolved it is a permanent substantial fix and not 
more of the same which is not adequate for a road such as the A6 (the 
volumes of traffic and also the fact it is used as an M6 diversion regularly). 
Further CCC need to look at some form of recompense to the community for 
the disruption that this has caused, e.g. the proposals put forward to reduce 
speed limits, or improvements to car parking in the village (around the 
green).  
 
Action: Clerk/Chair to liaise to draft this letter 

 
ii. Lengthsman Arrangements 

 
Deferred until the next meeting. It was recognised that proper procedures 
need to be in place to lay out what work he undertakes and a schedule of 
works.  
 
Action: Clerk to agenda this for the next meeting.  
 

iii. Adoption of the Telephone Kiosk 
 

The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken with BT and an application to 
adopt the Clifton Phonebox was received in 2019 for use as a defib cabinet, 
but unfortunately this had to be cancelled due to lack of mobile signal at the 
time.  
 
If the kiosk is still required for a heart defib BT can make further checks to 
enquire if it can be made available and then would start the 90 day 
consultation. 
 
Resolved by all present that we would like to adopt it and if the consultation 
process could be restarted and mobile phone checks be undertaken. 
 
Action: Clerk to confirm this to BT 
Action: Clerk to review the insurance position of the defib if it is moved 
from the School.  



CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283      

 
iv. General Highways Issues 

 
It was noted that CCC have put up new railings near the school, and 
consideration could be given to installing a planter at the other end. Clifton 
Community Council are lobbying CCC to make the section outside of the 
school 20mph permanently.  
 
Resolved by all present that further pressure be added on to lobbying CCC 
for the alteration in speed limits outside the school and the reinstatement of 
the double yellow lines. 
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to discuss this with Cumbria Highways to try and 
encourage some form of mitigation the parking on the stretch of the 
road outside the school/pinch point where an accident is going to 
happen.  
 
Action: Article to be included in the newsletter regarding the safety 
issues about parking throughout the village and the need for the 
community to work with the Community Council to improve and 
mitigate this.  
 
It was noted that in planning application ref 21/0953 Cumbria County Council 
in their response have not identified the need for any S.106 contribution 
towards the school/infrastructure. Which is of huge disappointment as there 
are known and identified issues with school space capacity, but also with the 
parking and highways issues.  
 
Valley Road- Concerns have been raised regarding speeding and wanting to 
look at the potential of the road being made 20mph. 
 
Local residents have also requested ‘ducks crossing’ signs on Valley Road to 
warn drivers of this.  
 

17/2022 Queens Jubilee 2022 
 
In the past Clifton Community Council have approved the siting of a bench or 
the planting of a tree to mark the Queens Platinum Jubilee. 
 
Cllr J Davies has been approached by a local resident has also expressed 
interest about holding a garden party for the village on the 4th of June at the 
White House in the village.  
 
Cllr J Davies proposed the organising and hosting a bring & share afternoon 
tea party. It was agreed that funding could be reallocated from the S.137 
budget to fund this celebration event which is eligible under S.145 LGA 1972 
(with the exception of the provision or facilitation of alcohol) if required.  
 
In terms of a wet weather alternative, could consider the provision of a small 
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marquee, but it was noted that many people may have gazebos that they 
would bring if required.  
 
Consideration was given to if some form of a commemorative gift should be 
given to all attendees e.g. the Jubilee Mugs/tea towels that were handed out 
at previous events.  
 
All present agreed that people that didn’t want to bring food/contributions 
they could buy from local suppliers e.g. pizzas, ice creams etc.  
 
It was discussed that it would be great if the PTA and the School could be 
involved in organising events for children on the playing field, to make it a 
joint village and school event. 
 
Resolved by all present that they were fully supportive of these proposals 
and for allocating a budget of up to £600 under S.145 LGA 1972 to cover 
costs to make it an inclusive event especially in these times of financial 
hardship.  
 
Action: All present to work on organising this & an article to be 
included in the forthcoming newsletter.  
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton CC contact Lonsdale Estates to discuss 
with them if it is possible for the electronic lights at the Beacon to be lit on the 
night of the Jubilee. It was recognised that this important local landmark 
should be illuminated for such an important national event.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to progress this with the support of the Clerk as 
required.  
 

18/2022 Cumbria in Bloom 
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton defer their entry for this until 2023 due to 
the late notice for this year. 
 
Community to be engaged in the planning for the 2023 entry, and a ‘practice’ 
could be held by making the village look stunning for the Jubilee in 2022.  
 
Resolved by all present that consideration be given to installation of planters 
on top of the new railings to minimise the visual intrusion of these new 
railings.  
 
Further it was agreed that no planters would be installed until the double 
yellow lines were reinstalled. Consideration also needs to be given to who 
looks after the planters. 
 
Action: Article to be included in the newsletter to encourage residents 
to plant up front gardens etc ready for the Jubilee celebrations.  
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Linked to Cumbria in Bloom it was recognised that there is an urgent need 
for further discussions with EDC about devolution of assets, as some of the 
devolution requests that Clifton CC have are on the grounds of public safety 
around lack of parking etc.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to have further discussions with EDC regarding 
devolution of assets/land.  
 

19/2022 Planning 
 

i. Planning applications received from EDC for consultation 
 
Ref: 22/0096 
Location: Dalton Cottage, Clifton, Penrith 
Proposal: Extension of the house into adjoining barn 
 
Resolved by all present that Clifton CC support this application and 
commend the applicant on their design.   
 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments to EDC.  
 

20/2022 Finances 
 

i. The below payments were considered and authorised 
 
Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 
2.3.22 Becx Carter Salary £479.59 Authorise 
2.3.22 HMRC PAYE £145 Authorise 
2.3.22 Becx Carter Village Hall £100 Authorise 
2.3.22 Cumbria Payroll 

Services 
Payroll Fees £16.80 Authorise 

2.3.22 Harry Seddon Parish 
Maintenance 
Works 

£40 Authorise 

 
ii. To note the cash book to date 

 
Resolved by all present that the cashbook value be noted as £10,300.94 at 
the 1st March 2022. 
 
Action: Clerk to provide a bank statement to show the balance at hand 
for the saving account at the next meeting.  
 

iii. To consider & approve the addition of extra signatories to the 
Clifton Community Council Unity Trust Bank Account 

 
The Clerk and Chair raised concern that with only two councillors currently 
on the Bank Mandate for Clifton CC the council’s business continuing is 
vulnerable if either of the two signatories are unavailable (as all council 
transactions must be authorised by two signatories). 
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Resolved by all present that Clare & Sarah be added to the bank account, 
on the caveat that Sarah will only ever authorise transactions with a 
councillor who is not Jonathan.    
 
Action: Clerk to check with John to see if he would be willing to be 
added to the account as well. 
 
Action: Clerk to process the addition of Clare & Sarah to the bank 
account. 
 

iv. HSBC Saver Account 
 
The Clerk informed all councillors that whilst the movement of Clifton 
Community Council current account to Unity Trust has now been completed. 
Clifton Community Council’s Money Manager (Saver) account remains with 
HSBC as the ‘switch guarantee’ process is only available for current 
accounts. 
 
The Council has two options: 
 

1) Start the process of transferring the funds out of HSBC Money 
Manager (which would require the setting up of an additional bank 
account to ensure the funds remain insured under the Financial 
Services Authority Guarantee) 

2) Leave the Money Manager account at HSBC as it is access much less 
regularly. (The current signatories are Jonathan & Sharon). 

 
Resolved by all present that the savings account be left with HSBC for now 
as it shows there is a differentiation between the current account & the 
savings account.  
 
Action: No further action to be taken at this stage.  

21/22 Date of next meeting  
 
Resolved that the date for the May meeting be circulated via email to all 
councillors.   
 
Action: Clerk to circulate the dates to all and update the website as 
required.  

 


