
CLIFTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Clerk: Ms Becx Carter, 40 Windebrowe Avenue, Keswick, CA12 4JA – cliftonpc@outlook.com; 077866 78283      

 
Minutes of Clifton Community Council meeting held at Abbott Lodge 

on Monday 8th November 2021 at 18:00 
 

Parish Councillors Present:  Jonathan Davies (Chairman), Sarah Davies, Claire Bland, 
John Holliday 
 
Others: Becx Carter (Parish Clerk & RFO) 
 

57/2021 Apologies 
 
Resolved by all present that the below apologies and reasons for absence 
be accepted and noted as received.  
 
Cllr S Blaylock- Family commitments 
 

58/2021 Minutes of last Clifton Parish Council meeting  
 
The Chairman was authorized to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 4th October 2021.  
 
Action: Clerk to upload minutes to the website.  
 

59/2021 Declarations of Interest/requests for dispensation 
 
None 
 

60/2021 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960) 
 
None 
 

61/2021 Public Participation 
 

i. Public Participation 
No public participation was received.  
 

ii. Eden District Council  
iii. Cumbria County Council  

It was noted that both Eden District Council and Cumbria County Council 
were invited to the meeting but failed to attend or offer apologies, neither 
organization has been represented at Clifton Parish Council meetings for 
many months. 
 

iv. Clifton School & PTA 
It was noted that no one was present from Clifton School/Governors or the 
PTA. 
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62/2021 Community Councillor Vacancy 
 
Resolved by all present that Mr John Holliday be co-opted on to the 
Community Council with immediate effect. 
 
Mr John Holliday completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and this 
was witnessed by Becx Carter the Proper Officer of the Council.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to update the website.  
 

63/2021 Chairman’s Report 
 
The attached report was received and noted.  
 

64/2021 Speedwatch 
 
The report for October was noted as received by all councillors. The report is 
available from the Clerk on request.  
 
The second speed watch unit will be being installed in the coming weeks.  
 

65/2021 Local Government Reorganisation update 
 

i. Resolved by all present that Clifton Community Council send a 
letter to Cumbria County Council in full support of their Judicial 
Review Request regarding the recent Local Government 
Reorganisation Decision, in particular because of the lack of public 
consultation on this proposal. The judicial review will provide 
further accountability and transparency.  

 
Action: Clerk to send this letter of support 
 

66/2021 Village Hall Update 
 
The current position as confirmed by the public statement issued in October 
2021 is that Lord Lonsdale is minded to support a lease extension if within 
the next two years the council is able to demonstrate a community desire for 
a village hall and further demonstrate that funding is in place. 
 
Lonsdale Estate would be happy to support Clifton Community Council in 
making any grant applications by offering an in-principle agreements for a 
50year lease extension, but Lonsdale Estate are not in a position to fund the 
hall project themselves. 
 
Based on the initial costings and quotes that have already been received for 
a like for like replacement hall on the site (Circa £400,000). A 50-year lease 
would not allow the Community Council to access public works loans, and 
without such finance the potential precept increase would be significant for 
every house in the parish.  
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Clarity has been sought from Lord Lonsdale on what his position would be if 
the Parish Council declined to extend the lease or if they would consider a 
100 year lease, but no response has been received to these questions.   
 
One of the concerns is if the village hall lease wasn’t extended what impact 
this would have on the car park opposite. Cllr J Davies has organized a 
meeting with the Lonsdale Estate to discuss this later on November 2021.  
 
All councillors present strongly felt the need to do something to support and 
nurture the community cohesion within the Village that includes a 
multipurpose space that can be a village hall, but also potentially provide 
additional space for the school.  
 
Action: Clerk to with urgency check on the status of the utilities and 
insurance for the Village Hall.  
 
Action: Clerk to prepare a list of the tasks that need done relating to the 
Village Hall to regularize the legal position of the hall and its entities.  
 

67/2021 Newsletter 
 
A draft of the newsletter has been circulated to all Councillors. 
 
Resolved by all present that a survey be circulated with the newsletter to 
canvas community opinion regarding the future of the Clifton Village Hall.  
 
Resolved by all present that this newsletter be printed and distributed by 
hand to all households within the parish, and that boxes be installed in key 
locations to allow for the return of completed surveys.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to send the text round to councillors for tweaking.  
 
A revision to be made to reflect ‘if your preference is for a village hall to be 
created in a new site, where would your preference for the location be’? 
 
Action: Clerk to order the printing of this newsletter and delivery to Cllr 
J Davies for distribution 
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to organize the distribution of this newsletter 
within the community.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to create an online version of the survey that can 
be embedded into the new Community Council Website. 
 
Action: Clifton School to be consulted on the survey and to encourage 
parents to participate in responses to the survey.  
 

68/2021 Face to Face Risk Assessment  
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Resolved by all present that the Risk Assessment for face to face meetings 
as circulated to all councillors & loaded on to the website be adopted with 
immediate effect. 
 

69/2021 Devolution of Assets 
 
The latest update received from EDC is that the EDC Task & Finish Group 
will be considering and making recommendations to the Scrutiny Group, then 
the Executive and finally full council. A further update will be provided in due 
course.  
 

70/2021 Community Space 
 
Cllr J Davies described a possible solution involving the area around the 
playarea (which is currently still owned by EDC), which could include car 
parking, improved play provision and potentially improved outdoor access 
facilities for the school. It was noted that on an initial informal discussion with 
the school they were in favour as there is a serious parking issue at the 
school. 
 
Resolved by all present that a copy of the proposal to be sent to EDC for 
feedback and to request that EDC consider the implementation & delivery of 
it as a project to address some of the safety concerns regarding parking and 
pedestrian access to the school, along with health & wellbeing of children by 
having greater outdoor access.  
 
Action: Clerk & Cllr J Davies to take this forward.  
 

71/2021 Queens Platinum Jubilee 
 
A discussion was held regarding how Clifton Community Council could mark 
the special occasion of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Consideration was 
given to the installation of a commemorative bench on the area of land 
approaching the railway bridge.  
 
Action: Clerk to obtain indicative quotes for such benches for 
consideration at the next meeting. 
 
Action: Clerk to seek out the original consents from Network Rail.  
  

72/2021 Highways Update 
 

1. A6 Update 
Cllr J Davies has met with Cumbria County Council Highways and done a 
walk through of the village. CCC Highways have agreed that as well as the 
road surface being fixed, the ironworks will be reset in the surface.  CCC 
Highways have also agreed to replace and reset some of the kerb stones 
through the village that are faulty and patch some of the urgent pavement 
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repairs.  
 
The works to repair the resurfacing faults will take place outside school hours 
and at weekends in bits rather than as a whole with traffic management 
rather than closures of the road to minimize disruption. Clifton Community 
Council will be kept updated and informed of plans for the works.  
 
Clifton has also been added to the priority pavement resurfacing list for this 
current year. 
 
During the meeting it was also agreed that CCC Highways will install a safety 
barrier along the full length of the wide path area outside the school between 
the 2 gates to stop vehicles parking on the build out and hopefully improve 
safety at school times. 
 
All drains throughout the village will be cleaned out and works will be looked 
at to resolve a flooding issue caused by the highway at the house adjacent to 
the Village Hall that has been historic since the buildout works took place.  
 
Finally, the centre lines omission from the historic traffic scheme and traffic 
island visibility has been passed on to a County Traffic Engineer to take 
forward along with progressing the proposed speed reduction zone that has 
been proposed.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to prepare a formal letter to be sent to CCC 
regarding how these works have been handled and the negative 
implications on the community.  
 

i. Road to Clifton Dykes 
 
It was noted that the works to completely resurface this road has now been 
completed.  
 

2. Feedback to CCC on new ‘Highways Information Management 
System’ 

 
Resolved by all present to send feedback to CCC regarding the new system 
for reporting highways issues that doesn’t allow for any officer contact 
resulting in it being very difficult to raise widescale or systemic issues as the 
system doesn’t allow for ‘brackets’ of geological locations to be inputted. 
Additionally, the response often seems to come back that it has been 
‘closed/completed’ when the issues have not been satisfactorily dealt with, 
meaning the issue has to be reported as a new issue. 
 
Action: Clerk & Cllr J Davies to work together to submit feedback 
regarding this system.  
 

73/2021 Planning 
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i. Planning applications received from EDC for consultation: 
 

App No Location Description Comments 

21/0913 33 
Cumberland 
Close, Clifton 

Erection of single storey rear 
extension 

Support as in 
keeping with 
design and 
scale of the 
property.  

21/0898 1 Town End 
Farm 
Cottages, 
Clifton 

Listed Building Consent for 
replacement of cement mix 
pointing with lime mortar and 
replace render where 
required 

Support in 
keeping with 
restoration 
and upkeep of 
the building.  

21/0927 Former 
Garages, 
Crooklands 
View, Clifton 

Reserved Matters application 
for appearance, landscaping, 
layout & scale attached to 
approval 18/0894 

No objections 
as long as 
there is no 
impingement 
on the turning 
point on the 
road 

 
ii. Receive and note decisions made by EDC. 

 
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received. 
 

App No Location Description Decision 

21/0626 Land East of 
Bridge End 
Farm, Clifton 

Erection of a covered slurry 
tank with a reception tank 
and the formation of an 
access track and turning area 

Approved with 
conditions.  

 
iii. Lowther Planning Application for 49 house development Clifton. 

(Ref 21/0953) 
 
Resolved by all present that a public meeting be held to discuss this 
development on the Wednesday 24th November at Clifton Parish Church, 
and Lowther to be invited to send a representative.  
 
Action: Cllr J Davies to erect notices inviting people to this event. 
Action: Cllr J Davies to confirm this booking with the Church. 
  

74/2021 Financial Matters      
 

i. The below payments were considered and authorized/ratified 

Date PAYEE Budget line Value Action 

8.11.2021 Wellers Hedley Sundries £300 Approve 

8.11.2021 HMRC PAYE £118.80 Approve 

8.11.2021 Becx Carter Clerk Salary £479.79 Approve 
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8.11.2021 Kiely Bros Bus Shelter £420 Ratify 

8.11.2021 H Seddon Maintenance £162.35 Approve 

8.11.2021 Lowther Estates VH Rental 
19/20 

£2.40 Approve 

ii. The cashbook to date was noted.  
iii. To consider revised asset register. Resolved by all present that the 

this be adopted with immediate effect 
Action: Cllr J Davies to upload this to the website.   

iv. External PAYE provider. Resolved by all present that Clifton 
Community Council contract PAYE services from an external 
PAYE provider at a cost of less than £100 per annum.  

 
Action: Clerk to set up this contract with Cumbria Payroll Services with 
immediate effect.  
 

75/2021 Date of next meeting – the next meeting is scheduled for 8th December 
2021 at 18:00 in Abbott Lodge Dairy Conference Room.  
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Clifton Community Council Chair’s report 
08/11/2021 
 
Since the last meeting of council, I have held meetings with officers of Cumbria county 
council in regards the road resurfacing issues. 
 
We conducted a walk through the village along the A6 to identify the issues and defects 
from the resurfacing issues. 
 
These issues will be addressed in works due to take place later this month including 
releveling raised ironworks clearing drains and patching defects in the surface. 
 
As part of the conversations with Cumbria Highways I have got their agreement to fix a 
number of defective kerb stones and carryout some emergency patching to parts of the 
pavement through Clifton they have also put Clifton on a priority list for full pavement 
resurfacing works in the next year. We also met with a resident who has experienced 
issues with drainage and flooding in the village and Cumbria Highways will be working to 
explore and implement mitigation methods if possible to prevent further flooding risk to the 
property. 
 
Alongside this I raised the Councils proposal to address the speeding by extending the 
speed zone and lowering the speed limit between Hackthorpe and Clifton and Clifton and 
Eamont bridge as supported by Eamont bridge parish council last year when we put the 
motion forward to Cumbria County Council. 
 
Alongside this I asked that highways look to extend the safety railing at the front of Clifton 
Primary school along the full length of the buildout to make it safer and to prevent parking 
of vehicles on the buildout. This has been agreed and will take place during the Christmas 
School break. 
 
I was invited to attend on behalf of the council the Clifton School PTA meeting last week 
and was pleased to hear the progressing of a range of events the PTA have planned to 
raise funds to support Clifton Primary School. 
 
I would like to see the Council the school and the PTA work closer and have invited the 
school or PTA to attend and give a brief update at council meetings in future and extended 
an invitation to look at how we can work closer to benefit the wider community together. 
 
I met last week with the new community police officer and discussed a range of issues 
including speeding and parking issues and have invited that they can attend future 
meetings to hear and update on local community police matters and initiatives. 
 
The broadband upgrade in Clifton although not directly involving the council is progressing 
and the build stage will commence by Openreach contractors in December. When the work 
is competed residents will be able to benefit from the gigabit broadband connection via 
their current or own choice of providers. The project was made possible by some memebrs 
of the community working together to pool government funded broadband vouchers 
boosted by the Borderlands broadband vouchers creating a funding pot for Clifton of 
£90,000 towards the delivery and benefit of the improved broadband for the community. 
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I would like to thank the community and those who pledged the vouchers for the delivery of 
this infrastructure into the community and the long term benefits this will off Clifton for years 
to come. 
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